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THE ROLE OF ISLAM IN NATIONAL INTEGRATION AND
DEVELOPMENT IN NIGERIA

M.O. Opeloye
Department of Religious Studies
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria
opeloyem@yahoo.com
08033340495

Introduction

The geographical expression today known as Nigeria came into existence in 194
sequel to the amalgamation of the southern and northern protectorates by Lord Lugard. the
first Nigerian Governor General, Nigeria as a nation state became independent from the
British Colonial rule in 1960. More than S0 years of sovereignty, the country has
continued to face myriad of challenges sometimes threatening its corporate existence
ranging from the 1966 civil war to political instability, ethno-religious crises and more
recently Boko Haram problems. Not only do these challenges threaten the corporate
existence of Nigeria, they also take the country farther away from development.

Religion as an index of culture and civilisation should have a role to play in
redressing these seeming intractable problems more especially considering the fact that in
Nigeria, the people who have been saddled with the responsibility of governance were
either Muslims or Christians. The country’s experience even shows that more Muslims
than Christians have played leadership role in the nation’s governance both in the military
and democratic dispensations. It is therefore not surprising that the 8 Muslims who have
served as Heads of Government have 30 years of governance to account for while their 6
Christian counterparts have 21 years to account for. "

In view of the fact that the Muslims of this country would continue to play
significant role in the nation’s affairs, this study would attempt to examine the challenges
of governance posed by the need for national integration and development and look for a
way forward from the stand point of the pristine Islamic principles from which
inspirations could be drawn at least by the Muslims.

The Concepts: National Integration and National Development:
Integration according to Shorter Oxford English Dictionar has variety of

meanings including: _
(1) Making up or composition of a whole by adding together or combining

separate parts.
(i1) The harmonious combination of the different elements in a personality; and
(iii)  The process of bringing out or achieving equal membership of a population or
social group;removal or absence of discrimination against groups or people on

. 2
racial or cultural grounds.



cussion of the subject of this paper,
alised the need to embark
habilitation to keep the

This last definition is relevant to our dis e
Immediately after the civil war, the then military E“""meﬂ:i s
on three programmes of reintegration, rccun:structmﬁn an B e miiar
country truly united. In furtherance to the policy of mtegl:ﬂ}:“was intended to prevent
governments embarked on state creation programme 'f"'h'c ing 12 states from the

ssible disintegration. Yakubu Gowon in 1967 started it by creating 1= sia ;
pOssas o0 : . d’s regime, the number
existing 4 regions’. In 1975 during the Muritala Muhammf: e Barins hic
increased to 19." Ibrahim Babangida embarked on state EFEEII{']I"J two Irﬁmfzs I.;FII‘IE,_ is
tenure. In 1987 he created 2 states while in 1991 he created af:ldlilﬂﬂai 1.- T hed ast ”“:"3-'
creation exercise took place in 1996 during the regime of Sanni Abacha when additional 6
states were created.” ’ :

State creation was embarked upon not only to make disintegration drfﬁcult but
also 1o facilitate equitable distribution of developmental projects. However, despite these
efforts, Nigeria has continued to experience ethno-religious crises tending towards
destabilisation of the nation. Besides, different ethnic nationalities in the country have
been mounting agitations for evolution of true federalism that would guarantee regional
autonomy. It the Federal Government has turned deaf hears to such agitations it may not
be unconnected with its stand not to encourage disintegration

The groups clamouring for change which are found in the different parts of the
country include Movement for Actualisation of the State of Biafra (MASOB).Movement
tor the Emancipation of Niger Delta (MEND), and BOKO HARAM to mention a few.

I'he activities of some of these organisations are inimical to the corporeal existence of the
country. The Federal Government has been diplomatic in dealing with them in the interest
of the country’s unity and peaceful co-existence.

The second key concept is development which is very germane to this topic. It is
detined by Oxford E”-'H'";'-'f? D"'If—'ffﬂ"wT as ‘action or process of developing, evolution,
growth and maturation”. It is also defined as ‘economic devel : ve
of a country not previously developed™™ Development thenr?el;mz:u?rzII:::tﬂ;:t:S[ilit
beyond economic phe:l'mmenﬂn In trying to define t?1e concept. According to Michel P.
Fodaro. development should be perceived as a multi- dimensional process involvine the
organisation and reorientation of the entire cconomic and social systems, It a ‘I| g ”'-:
involves radical changes in institutional, social and administratiye struct' S0 f}ﬁlca 1y
popular attitudes and in MANY cases even customs and beljefs* ok pr{;‘;rasr;c 0;;5”:::
concept there is need to examine its objectives, jis principles and jts Ctiteria grasp

The objectives of development in any society as p; 5 :

1) To increase and widen the distribution nfybasiﬁln‘:-:_bsy T':’fjﬂ.m are three viz:
shelter, health and protection, Ustaining goods such as food,

2)  To raise the levels of living including in addition 1o b
more jnbz_i. betlpr education, and greater attention 1o clultu I e
all of which will serve not only to enhance material wej| % -a“d humanistic values.
greater individual and national self-esteem; ang Well-being but also to generate



3) To expand the range of economic and social choices available FCI mdl?'rdualsti;nd
nations by freeing them from servitude and dependence not only in retau.cn to other
people and nation-states but also to the forces of ignorance and human misery.

Any society in which all these objectives are met is withn:Lut doubt a truly
developed society. These objectives are subsumed in what Eric C. Ebor' reckon*s‘m be the
five basic principles underlining sustainable development viz: equity, stability, food
security, co-evolutionary growth and participation. Nl

These principles and objectives are further expanded to form the six criteria of
development of Himmelstrand''. Therefore to speak about development with reference to
any nation implies:

|~ The capability of the nation to use his own resources of land, minerals, and man-
power to feed its own people, even in situation of population growth, as food-
sufficiency or in- sufficiency has effect on health status of the population or level
of child mortality.

2. Capacity to produce or make available to farmers/peasants the basic tools needed
in food production.

3. Emergence of a set of shared transaction rules regulating relationships between
the main actors involved in economic or other important social activities and
accepted by majority as legally and morally biding.

4. Existence of labour and indigenous entrepreneurial as well as innovative
activities to manage labour and to manage other resources in production and sales
not only of agricultural products and tools but other products as well.

5. A development of export/import trade relationships but with a reasonably
balanced transaction of this trade so as to avoid too much of unequal exchange.

6. Attainment of a considerable measure of political autonomy or independence
(self-rule).

It is a matter of serious concern that most of the indices of development as here
outlined are almost non-existent in our country, this is why despite the nation’s enormous
resources, Nigeria is yet to take its rightful place in the comity of nations. Factors
responsible for this would be examined shortly. However, it needs be emphasised that for
development to take place, government must take cognisance of the goals underlining
national and international action on development which according to David Reid consists
in the following:"

I. A political system that secures effective citizen participation in decision-making.

2. An economic system that is able to generate surpluses and technical knowledge
on a self-reliant and sustained basis.

3. A social system that provides solutions for the tensions arising from
disharmonious developments.

4. A production system that respects the obligation to preserve the ecological basis
for development.

5. A technological system that can search for new solutions.

3
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and ble patterns of trade and finance.

' ina
An international system that fosters susta

~J

there is constitutional provision for each of

4 = ‘E .
It calls for serious concern that thougl e use has been the problem which

s : i ffect
these systems the political will to put them nto c!
is why the nation is lacking behind in development.

2 . i Development 5 _
Relevancee of Religion to National Integration arm]xli;;.trl‘l';a pis one of the highly multi-

With more than 350 ethnic nationalities, _ L
; . -ethnicity rather
cultural and multi- ethnic nations of the world, Multiculturalism and multi-e Y Ié

than being a source of strength for the country, have more often than :m;l seiveld _i!s Sls;‘u:lrl:,e
ol conflict capable of destabilising the country. Diversity of culture and ethnicity | y
society is Allah’s design, and that being the case must have a purpose. The purpose as
explained in the Qur’an is evident in Sirah 49:13 which reads:

O mankind, we have created you from a male and a female, am,j made

you into nations and tribes that you may know one another. Verily, the

most honourable of you with Allah is he who has ragwah (piety).

Venly Allah is All-Knowing, well ~Acquainted (with all things).

This passage goes a long way in promoting the integration of any social group.
The purpose of creation according to the passage is for mankind to know one another.
Knowing one another according to Fathu Qadir' connotes mutual recognition and mutual
respect by different ethnic groupings. It has to be admitted that within any community
where there is mutual respect and recognition, peace and harmony are bound to prevail.
The caveat *verily, the most honourable of you with Allah is one who has tagwa’ aims to
teach equality of nations, tribes and clans. The inherent message here is that no nation.

tribe or ethnic nationality can claim superiority over the others EXCept on account of piety
: " any ethnic group, no matter its

In Nigerian context therefore it would be un-Islamic for
prestige or influence to lay claim to racial superiority except on account of iety. If the
‘esson in this Qur'anic passage is properly imbibed, peaceful and harmonious cpn Ssbbce

pment, there is the need to

that religion i
refore inhibits development. 1f e o

correct certain misconceptions. One of which
scientific and technological knnwlcdge and the
obany other religion, it is certainly not trye of Islam, Opeloye'" ii‘n’:lnpgwn.t. If this is true
1 s TN L i . #
e Development® discusses at length the contributions .dhstu A el
cirquiry which indeed opened the €yes of the West Made by Islam to scientific
education. Mashood K. Abiola' ; - !ﬂ_sclclmﬁc
encompasses science, arguing that most scient:
. ntific prine;
I[i{l_l:]_'l,,- are supported by Islam and indeed the reli Principles and facts that are known
science has nothing to offer. Thus Islamic spirit p into areas wherein
medieval times leading to the present day scientifje scientific advances of the

and technologica| development,



- oLl ane ich is the notion that
He goes further to correct two other wrong notions, One of thchf"'_ll s
ivate and individual. It is sai

development is public and corporate whereas religion is pri :
that IIIE motive I:'urr;r: :u:tivaliniz each is different just as the metllodcflng%f of prunml.;:l[g
cach is dissimilar; consequently, the two are poles apart. Again, thlﬁp"d’ll’..zw i5 l‘lﬂl' p|'ﬂll5b|0 ]ﬂ
because religion most especially Islam is both private and public just i B I i
individual and corporate. This is because religion at its best breeds and sustains d!ECIFI'!mE-
The path of development is equally the path of discipline, therefore discipline which is the
product of religion is needed to sustain development.

Another wrong notion corrected is the view that development is about n}aﬂer E?I'Id
substance while religion is about spirit and value, therefore the two have no meeting point.
Nothing can be farther from truth than this realising the fact that development is as much
about values and ethos as it is about matter and substance. This is because the values
required to sustain development such as discipline mentioned above as well as
cooperation, patriotism, selflessness, steadfastness, hard work, ete are all products of
religion. More importantly, peace which is a perquisite for development in any society is a
product of religion, most especially Islam in view of the preponderance of the Qur'anic
peace passages. We are not oblivious of the critics of religion who are of the opinion that
religion has outlived its usefulness and therefore should be discarded to allow for societal
progress and advancement. This is because of the frequency of destructions, violence and
bloodshed associated with religion. True as this may appear to be, the fact still remains as
argued by Dopamu'® that religion qua religion has not at any time deviated from its
principles. The essential nature of religion according to him remains the same and will
continue to be so. The religion adherents may have their failings, deviating from religious
tenets, religion remains essentially what it is meant to be and it will continue to be a

source of inspiration to millions of people who take solace under its umbrella across the
world.

Contemporary challenges of National Integration in Nigeria

In 1970 during General Yakubu Gowon’s regime, the Federal Government
triumphantly brought the Nigerias civil war to an end by crushing Biafrian secession plan
thus making the country survive attempted disintegration. As soon as the war ended. the
government felt the need to evolve a policy that would ensure national unity, hence the
introduction of the National Youth Service scheme in 1973, Despite the government’s
cfforts to keep the country united, it cannot be said that all is well with Nigeria’s quest for
national unity and integration in view of the incessant eruptions of subversive civil
disturbances masterminded by different ethnic nationalities in the last three decades in the
different parts of the country.

The problem started with the Shariah controversy which almost tore the country
apart at the advent of the second republic. The fact remains that since that time. till date
Nigeria has been moving from one crisis to another, One cannot but recall | ’

1) The 1980 Maitatsine insurgency in Kano.

u} The 1982 Maitatsine crises in Bulunkutu, Kano and Kaduna
iii) The 1986 Palm Sunday riot in llorin.

the following:



Iv) The 1987 Kafanchan revolt.

v) The 1991 Tafawa Balewa riot.

Vi) The 1992 Zango Kataf crisis

vii) The 1995 Bauchi crisis

viii)  The 2000 Kaduna riots

IX) The 2008- 2011 Jos crises

X) The 2008- 2010 MEND insurgency

x1) The 2011 — to date Boko Haram revolts.

The factors responsible for the eruptions of these insurgencies vary. They can be

categorised as revolts arising from: : % 4
i) Perceived marginalisation of the minority groups’ rights (e.g Zango Kataf and
Jos crises) : ; Wielt
1) Sectarian fundamentalism and heretical doctrines ( as in the Maitatsine and

Boko Haram) . .
i) Introduction of Shari‘ah in some states of the North (as in the example of

Kaduna riots)
Iv) Contentious issue of resource control(as in the militancy of the MEND)
v) Perceived electoral fraud(as in the post 2011 election violence)

[t will serve a useful purpose to focus only on the crises which till the recent
continue o defy all solutions. These are the Jos crises and the Boko Haram insurgency.
I'he seriousness of the two informed President Jonathan’s decision to authorise military
surveillance in the affected states. If we consider the lingering communal disturbances in
Jos, Plateau State, we would come to the conclusion that the country’s unity and
integration are still very much in jeopardy.

The Jos crisis which started in 2008 can be compared with the Tafawa Balewa
crisis, Bauchi crises, and the Zango Kataf crisis especially when we examine the remote
causes of the crises as revealed by Justice Bola Babalakin Commission of Inquiry'’ and
Justice R.H.Codjoe’s Commission'® These are crises that have engaged Opeloye’s
:tl_lcnli_uti!‘jn a study titled *The Sﬂciu-ﬂolitical Factor in the Christian-Muslim Relations in
:h.hgen;{ . Since our concern here is the Jos crises, we shall have to examine its
immediate and remote causes.

The immediate cause of the crises according to the Justice Bola Ajibola Panel of
Inquiry™’ set up by the Plateau State Government is the struggl R ;
e 5 ST ok gle between the Hausa/
IFulani and the indigenous natives for the political control of Jos North Local Government
coupled with the attendant economic implications, leading individuals and interest groups

on both sides to fire the flame of religious senti
Pk Iments to strengt : T8
positions. gthen their respective

The remote cause of the riot is the recurrent f

L , riction for ,
Berom, Anaguta and Afizere tribes on the one hand and the Ha::;znﬁ:_ﬁfﬂa;? [I:EI;EEH1 }I-.Iz-
n the o

hand, each party laying claim to Jos. The indi : X
P S Zenous tribe :
indisputable indigenous people of Jos, that Hausa/Fulani ali’:c;z:rttllertshagl:ﬁEEf;EwlI!:;

6



migrated into Jos for commerce. The Hausa/Fulani contend that they, as owners of .{tlﬁ
had had the privilege of producing the rulers of the town since 1902. They also claim
ascendancy over the other communities. This feeling of one having supremacy Over the
others simmered for years, only to break out into open confrontation in 1994. Sln?e the
Hausa/Fulani are Muslims and the indigenous ethnic groups are Christians, the dispute
inevitably had serious consequences on interfaith relations. What we are saying in Efﬁ'_fﬂl IS
that even though this crisis is ethno-political, it is easy to read religious motif into it, as
long as the Christian indigenous communities would always solicit and win the sympathy
of Christian counterparts from other communities. This is why even though the
disturbances started as ethnic conflict; they spread to other towns in the wake of rumours
of their religious connotation. The rumours of this religious dimension was fuelled by the
fact that the indigenous tribes camouflaged their ethnic cause under a cloak of Christianity
as they are aware that religion of the conflicting groups would attract public attention and
s;ympalh:.-". This has been the trend in the Northern communal disturbances.

The submissions made to the Panel of Inquiry by some of our National Leaders
should serve as food for thought if we must find solution to the crises of this nature in the
country. The Sultan of Sokoto, Alhaji Sa'ad Abubakar when contacted by the Panel, was
of the opinion that each ethnic group must be ready to respect the other, and recognize
their right to what they are genuinely entitled, while particular attention must be paid to
the Hausa/Fulani cultural inclination to the issue of place of abode.

In the opinion of Gbong Gwon, the Jos traditional ruler, the teachings of the major
religions in Nigeria, especially Islam and Christianity are complementary and
comprehensively encompass what we all need in order to derive maximum benefit from
one another. Christianity for instance emphasizes love while Islam teaches peace.
According to him, we certainly will not have crises if we genuinely imbibe the ethics of
love and peace.

In his own appraisal of the problem, Solomon Daushep Lar opines that the best
approach that would help create a conducive atmosphere for peaceful co-existence and the
building of a virile nation is to foster mutual respect, mutual love, and the spirit of give
and take, in view of the fact that the country’s political terrain is such that no people can
be an island on their own without interacting with others. There is therefore the need to
encourage the spirit of cooperation and good neighbourliness.

And lastly. the former Head of State, General Yakubu Gowon expressed the view
that there should be no need for a crisis of this nature in view of the nation’s past
experience in inter-communal relations and the spirit of “one nation one destiny” that had
marked the national struggle and had kept the nation together. In other words, the Elder
Statesman is saying that Nigerians have not learnt their lessons.

The Boko Haram insurgency with all its destabilising propensities is another
problem of serious concern for which the Federal Government is yet to find solution. A
search into the ideology of the sect reveals that Boko Haram founded by Ustadh
Muhammad Yusuf is officially recognised among its members as Jama ‘at ahlus- sunnah
li deaawar wal jihad which means people committed to the propagation of the Prophet’s
teachings and Jihad. The residents of Maiduguri where the organisation was formed in

7



3002 dubbed it Boko Haram, loosely translated from Hausa language to mean prohibition
of western education. The name is so given because of the sect’s opposition to western
cducation which is seen as having corrupting influence on !hF_Mu_shms. Thc sect_ Opposes
not only western education but also western culture and civilisation. It is for th}? reason
they are against democratic order, while advocating government based on shari’ah. The
founder established a centre consisting of a mosque and nmdrﬁ.m:h where many chﬂdrclu
are enrolled from within and outside Nigeria to receive Instructions pertaining to their
ideology. In 2004 the centre moved to Kanamura in Yobe State™

Between October 1, 2010 and August 26, 2011 not less than 10 bomb blasts

mostly traced to the Boko Haram took place in different parts of the North as shown in the
lable below:*

Date State of Operation | Target Remarks
October 1,2010 | Abuja Independence Claimed by
Anniversary MEND
| January 1,2011 | Abuja Mami Market
April 18, 2011 Niger INEC Office, Abuja
April 26, 2011 Borno Maiduguri
May 29, 2011 Bauchi Army Barracks
June 1, 2011 Borno St. Patrick Church
June 2, 2011 Borno Epidemiological
Centre, Maiduguri
June 16, 2011 Borno Dambua, Maiduguri | 4 killed
June 16, 2011 Abuja Police HQ Claimed by
Boko Haram
August 26, 2011 | Abuja UNO Building Claimed by
Boko Haram

Apart from the bomb blast of October 1 2010 for which the Movement for the
Emancipation of Niger Delta claimed responsibility, virtually all others were alledge to
have master minded by the Boko Haram sect in view of the locations of the incidents.
Besides, if we consider the targeted events and occasions as well as the institutions, one
can easily come to the conclusion that Boko Haram sect seriously has an axe to grind with
the Government. The report of the Federal Government Panel set up to look into Boko
Haram crisis confirmed this. The report indicts not only the Federal Government but also
the Borno State Government as well as the security agencies. According to the report, the
crises persisted because of failure of governance, inadequate security intelli gence and the
existence of private militia groups founded and funded by the politicians for their selfish
ends. The Panel condemned government for their failure to perform in the wake of huge
resources at their disposal; inability to complete crucial projects that have developmental
impacts; inability to provide measures for economic empowerment for the teaming
unemployed youth.” The Panel’s observation that some politicians are behind the
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nefarious activities of the sect is already confirmed with the arrest and the el

prosecution of a member of the National Assembly.

In the light of the foregoing, it is obvious that the Boko Haram ph
into Y.B. Usman’s analysis of the Northern insurgencies that ‘they mostly bore lh-::‘ cloak
of religiously motivated disturbances whereas in reality they are the Ilandliwmk u_l some
powerful elements within the society who manipulated rcligiu}! to achieve their own
socio- economic and political gains at the expense of the masses’.” :

The point being made here is that Nigeria as a nation state Is {:nnlinuall}"befl1g
confronted by uprising of serious magnitude under different guises: MASORB’s agitation
for actualisation of the sovereign state of Biafra, MEND's struggle for resource control,
Boko Haram's agitation for shariah based government. The trend should not be allowed to
continue 1o save the country from the danger of destabilisation and disintegration.

enomenon fits

The Hurdles on the Path to National Development in Nigeria

It is my conviction that after 50 years of independence, Nigeria has no reason not
1o be an emerging developed nation in view of the diversity of its resources: agricultural.
solid mineral and petroleum resources apart from its abundant human resources. Two
times within the last two decades has Nigeria envisioned target dates for the nation’s
development. The first target of the year 2010 was conceived in the late nineties while the
second vision targets the year 2020 which is even different from year 2015 earmarked by
the United Nations for the attainment of the millennium development goals, These dates
to me are far from being realistic in view of the challenges facing the nation.

| have three concerns when discussing the issue of development with reference to
Nigeria. The first is the concern that Nigeria is left far behind by many of the nation states
(like Malaysia and Singapore) that became independent about the same time with the
country. The second concern is the rate of degeneration of the infrastructures and
institutions despite our huge resources. The third is the concern that now that the nation
appears ready 1o pursue developmental programmes, it is being frustrated by occurrences
of insurgencies around the country. To say that Nigeria’s infrastructure is suffering fast
degeneration is not an over statement, we only need to cast our minds back to the
seventies, the time Nigeria had better electricity, better railway system, more durable
roads, more effective school system, more reliable hospitals and better water and
sanitation system.

Mazi Ohuabunwa in his Nigeria @ 50... captures this degeneration trend when he
observes that life expectancy in 1970 was 54 years as against 48 years in 2010. the
poverty level in the same year was 45% as against 70% in the year 2010 while
unemployment level in1970 was 15% as against 25% in 2010%. He goes further to bring
t light how poorly Nigeria is rated in the indices for development as the table below
reveals:



Nigeria Global Ranking”’

e e Bosition Number of Countries |
Corruption perception index | 130" 180
(CPI)

Ease of doing Business B 181
| Global Economy 154" 179
Global competitiveness 94" 131
Enabling Trade Index 117" 121
Human Dev. Index 158" 177
Pay and Productivity 86" 131
Higher Educ/ Training 108" 131
Infrastructural capacity 120" 131
Institutional Framework 106" 131
Organized Crime 123th 131
Reliability of Police 120" 134
Wastelulness in Government | 118" 134

Spending

Who is to blame for these travails? In our considered view. the successive
governments of the federation since the military take-over in 1966 till date are
blameworthy due to bad governance caused by high level corruption. However attempt
will be made to limit our discussion to the more relevant democratic governance.

| make bold to postulate that bad governance derives from bad polity. This is to
say that the nature of polity in operation invariably determines the type of government that
is tormed. IF polity is irresponsible, it begets an irresponsible government, Corruption in
government is a consequence of corrupt polity. This view will be considered plausible if
we reflect on the passage of the Qur'an which reads:

See you not how Allah sets forth a parable? A goodly word as a goodly
tree, whose root is firmly fixed. And its branches (reach) to the sky
(very high) giving its fruits atAll times... And the parable of an evil
word is that of an evil tree uprooted from the surface of the earth
having no stability™, '

How does politics in Nigeria fit into this analogy? This leads us to Nigerians'
perception of politics which is believed to be a dirty game because of the negative values
associated with it including: dishonesty, character assassination, insubordination might is

right, injustice. indecency, cheating, vulgarism, killing, false ; :
idolisation of money and the money bags, etc . It is in o Propaganda, god-fatherism,



discord, not of orderliness and concord; it is politics of cleavages, factionalism, and
disunity and not of cooperation, consensus and unity; it is a politics of h}’Pﬂcr’sl'" an!:l
charlatanism. not of integrity and patriotism; it is a politics of rascality not of mall}.:l[}’, _“
is of black mail and gangsterism, not of constructive and honest contribution™.”" [t is
therefore appropriate to liken politics as currently played in Nigeria to the Quranic evil
tree devoid of root for stability and therefore lacking in capacity to bear fruits. :

The root of most of the vices in Nigerian polity is money. The damage it does is
the undue advantage which the system gives the money bags to bulldoze their way 1o
obtain party ticket for elective position. Unfortunately, this is allowed to happen at the
expense of merit. It is in our system that a candidate would stand a good chance of
winning a party ticket only on account of his financial wherewithal notwithstanding his
deficiency in enviable leadership traits such as fear of God, integrity. competence.
intelligence, sound education, capacity to envision, maturity, life experience, adequate
exposure, ability to achieve, patriotism, transparency, accountability, humility and sound
health.

Election of candidates into public office without regard to merit has been the
bane of our political process. Indeed it is the major cause of corruption of the public
functionaries. Corrupt practices have become so endemic in the country to the extent that
very infinitesimal fraction of amount earmarked for projects is expended on it, with the
result that projects are abandoned with impunity. A good example is the power sector
which has gulped so much money, yet nothing to show for it because of the high level
corruption perpetrated in executing the project. There is no gain saying the fact that the
exodus of many industries from Nigeria to Ghana is as a result of the problem in the
sector, thus slowing down the nation’s development. Nigeria is a country where the public
functionaries derive joy in misappropriation and embezzlement of public fund without any
regard for the wellbeing of the society. It is a country where government officials prefer to
accumulate wealth for persopal aggrandisement rather than pay attention the nation’s
development. Corruption is getting worse by the day notwithstanding the activities of the
anti-corruption agencies.

The increasing rate of youth unemployment is a consequence of high level
corruption in government. Rather than government creating sustainable employment
opportunities, they embark on the so called *poverty alleviation programmes’ which are
merely palliative. The youth unemployment is a time bomb which if allowed to explode
can spell doom for the nation. The nation is already experiencing the adverse effect of
vouth unemployment as manifested in the state of insecurity created by youth atrocities
and violence in the different pans of the country. A day hardly passes in the country
without an incidence of Kidnaping, armed robbery, suicide bombing, political
assassination, as well as sporadic communal insurgencies. It has been confirmed that
unemployed youth constitute a reservoir of human potential to be exploited and used by
anybody for any purpose. Members of the society who have an axe to grind use this
reservoir to settle old scores. The youth, mostly vagabonds, juveniles and touts having
been brought up in extreme poverty generally nurse grudges against the privileged whose
luxurious and ostentatious way of life they detest. In view of the gap between the rich and
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inst society and perpetrate insurrection at the

lie poor, they are ever prepared to rise aga e |
sl = B s in the Arab world should serve as warniny

shightest opportun it}'.'m The recent happening
to our leaders. _ ‘

There is no gainsaying the fact that in a si \ |
Nigeria. it is extremely difficult if not impossible to attract development paJnnerSJu.st as it
is an uphill task to retain the already existing ones. As we aware, !hc_rc was ““‘!““B_ the
government could do to stem the exodus of the manufacturing mdusmc_s from Nigeria to
Ghana either on account of the activities of the militant groups in the Niger [L}elta Or as a
result of epileptic power supply, which is another sad experience of retrogression.

tuation of insecurity like we are i

Islamic Panacea to the Challenges of National Integration and National Development
in Nigeria :

Islam without doubt is a complete way of life and therefore has solutions to all
human challenges. Be that as it may, in our search for solution to the problem being
examined, one question arises: how feasible and realistic is it in a multi-ethnic and multi-
religious Nigeria to proffer Islamic solution to a problem of this nature, with all its socio-
political undercurrents. If the Islamic solution is to warrant enthronement of shariah
system of government to replace democracy, the feasibility, to my mind is very remotc
especially as far as governance at the federal level is concerned. However, the feasibility
at the state level is not in doubt especially in the states of the federation that are
homogenously Muslim. This view is borne out of the federal nature of Nigerian
constitution. It was a view this presenter canvassed at the 1986 NATAIS Conference in
Abeokuta in a paper titled: ‘Problems of Dessecularizing Nigeria’s Political Order’".
When 12 states of the North adopted shariah after the country’s return to democracy in
1999, that opinion was like a prediction come true.

At the federal level where enthronement of Shariah is said not to be feasible, the
principles of Islamic system can be applied by the individual functionaries involved in
democratic governance in a manner that makes the system function better. This view is
borne out of the conviction that no matter how good a system may be, it can be
bastardised. just as a bad system can be perfected. Good as the Islamic system of
government is adjudged to be, there were times in history when the svstem was
bastardised. The democratic order too, with all its problems can be made to work better.
What is the problem with democracy and how can a
enhance its performance? Though democracy prides it
principles of equality before the law; equal rights for
leaders; freedom of expression, of movement and of
practice of social justice, there is an inherent inconsiste
whole idea of democracy hypocritical. The 20™ centy
that democracy is impossible because:™

i) They deny the possibility of majority rule a

government no matter how democratic w

i) They argue that in view of the variati

makes most men dolts and a minori

pplication of Islamic principles
sell with such egalitarian ideas as
all; right of citizen to elect their
association as well as ethics and
ney in the system, which makes the
ry critics of democracy have argued

nd in effect argue that every
as run by a minority of insiders.
on i nature endowment which
ty shrewd and because of the
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i’ggressive and selfish nature of man, all societies are ruled by
interlocking elites.

i) As argued by Plato most human beings are either too stupid or too
vicious to be entrusted with self-government, therefore the upset of
majority rule is tyranny and terror.

iv) The nature of public good which is the object of government is so
complex, so largely a matter of administrative wisdom and skill that only
an elite of the intellectually gifted and spiritually elect can discover and
implement it, and they are usually few. Where then is democracy?

Democracy can be made to function better if the operators could accommodate
the pristine Islamic principles to its operation. It is appropriate at this juncture to highlight
the principles of Islamic government to determine the applicability of its principles to
democracy. Our recourse is to the exposition of that great Muslim reformer, Abul A’ala
Maududi®’ who opines that:

i) Sovereignty belongs to Allah alone; the authority for legislation rests absolutely
with him; human beings, being God’s subjects have no right to make laws for
others.

ii} Rulers in Islamic States are only political agencies set up to enforce the law  of
God. They only govern on God's behalf; hence they are regarded as God’s vice-
gerents on earth. It is therefore incumbent on the subjects to obey them.

iii) The Quran is the constitution on which the operation of an Islamic government is
based: and Islamic state is necessarily founded upon the law laid down by God
through his Prophets. The provision of the sharia contained in the Quran serves as
inspiration and guidance for the Muslims.

iv) The Executive is constituted by the general will of the Muslims who also have the
right to depose it; whoever, among the Muslim gains their confidence is given the
mandate to rule on their behalf. In effect, all believers are possible rulers: the right
of rulership is not confined to any particular family, class, race, tribe, etc.

The purpose of Islamic government is to ensure justice, to prevent exploitation, to

provide security, to protect the citizens, to eradicate all forms of evil, and to

encourage all forms of virtuous conduct,

vi) The system protects the life and property of non-Muslims living in the state. They
enjoy specific rights and privileges under Muslims rule on the condition that they
pay jizya without imposing on them observances of Islamic tenets. This means
non-Muslims living in an Islamic state are not forced to become Muslims,

vii) The ruler governs in consultation with an advisory council (Shitra) which must be
entrusted by the believers. The ruler is not a dictator, for he is answerable to God
and his fellow believers who delegated their authority to him. The council can be
elected through the votes of Muslims, but there is nothing like an opposition
group: every member contributes to the debates according to his individual sense

of honesty and understanding.

v

13




y majority votes. If the majority
er he has the right to uphold the
h the entire council and decide
st exercise such power in a

viii)  Decisions of the council are generally taken b
rule is not the best in the perception of the rul‘
view of the minority. He can even disagree wit
matters according to his judgement, but he mu
pious and God fearing manner. e e

ix) No one puts himself up as a candidate for any position, and xz-*lmn a person is
suggested for a position he is not to canvass or engage n any political
propaganda 1o secure that position. Thus, attempts 10 secure public office by
an electioneering campaign, issuing posters, engaging i press propaganda,
bribing the electorate etc. are repugnant to Islam. Rulers are chosen among
the people on the basis of personal merits, fitness, compelence, and piety.

X) The judiciary is independent of the executive. The judge implements and
enforces God’s laws without fear or favour. He does not care for the selfish
interests of the rulers in making his judgement, everyone is equal before the
law; the Khalifah can be sued in the court of law by a labourer and no
injustice would be done to him on account of his status.

xi) Everyone living within the system enjoys freedom of expression, freedom of
conscience, freedom of movement, freedom of religion.

Arising from the foregoing, it is crystal clear that Shari’ah based government
differs from aristocracy (government by the people of the highest social rank); it is not
oligarchy (government by the few who would like to further their own interest); it is not
plutocracy (government by the richest in the society); it is not monarchy (rule by the
Queen or King); it is not theocracy (government by the priest); and it is nol
democracy(government of the people by the people and for the people). However any ol
these can be islamized if shariah principles are applied in its operation.

It should be considered a religious duty for Muslim operators of non-Islamic
governments anywhere in the world to present themselves as worthy ambassadors ol
Islam in their official conduct so as to make Islam and whatever is Islamic appealing 1o
the non- Muslims. To be such good ambassadors, they would have cultivated political
behaviours conforming to Islamic political ethics such as:

i) Seeing governance as service for the humani o .
pleasure of Allah as taught in Sirah 28:77. e o seeking the

i ggi:;ig?;f as transient as nothing is permanent except Allah as enjoined in

i)  Being pious and God- fearing (tagwah) as required in Stirah 49:13

iv)  Being conscious of accountability (mas ‘uliyyah) as required in :S‘:?rafr- 78:77

v)  Keeping the oath of office and fulfilling all pledges as enjoined in Si :
vi) Being humane, lenient and kind- hearted as enjc-%ned in 2“1;:'1.‘:?: g l‘rﬁ{;umh 16:94
vii) Being just as required in Sirakh 38:26 e
vii) Seeing election into public office as a trust (amanah) as taught in Sizrah 4:58
WL, .
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_ _" 'S important to emphasise that even though the Federal Government of Nigeria
gbis ”"f’ first '“F”h“ﬂ_ was nol based on Shariah, we found that most of these shariah
prmqptcs were c.\-hfhntcd by the national leaders of the time which accounted for the
"-"“'_”’L' sanity in their government. The visionary leadership, austere lifestyle and selfless
SETvice contras SI'HFIPIF _With the ostentatious and selfish way of life of the crop of leaders
ol the pru.wlnt day Nigeria. Alhaji Tafawa Balewa the first Nigerian Prime Minister was an
example of a servant leader. By the time he was assassinated in the 1966, he could only
boast of a modest bungalow in his country home. The same was applicable to Sir Ahmadu
Bello, the Sardauna of Sokoto and the Premier of the Northern Region. He never owned a
house in Kaduna, the seat of his government except his humble castle in Sokoto. Mallam
Aminu Kano lived a Spartan lifestyle devoid of luxury and extravagance. He was reported
not to have a bank account before he died in 1983. The Christian Southern leaders,
namely Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe, Chief Obafemi Awolowo Dr. Michel Okpara and Chief
Anthony Enahoro were not different.™ In my considered opinion the leaders were able to
:th.h;]hjt these exemplary leadership traits due to their strict adherence to the tenets of their
aith.
Conclusion and Recommendations
Two concepts namely: national integration and national development are
examined in this paper from the perspective of the challenges confronting both. As
already noted. the challenges are not insurmountable. Islam as argued in the paper is
adjudged to be a belief system with suitable mechanism designed to meet the challenges.
The onus is only on the Muslim to be Islamically conscious enough to allow Islam guide
his conduct by applying appropriate Islamic principles, as outlined above, in dealing with
the challenges confronting him in all situations. For instance, a Muslim who is taught to
know enormity of the sin of taking human life as evident in Siirah 5:32 should not engage
in political assassination; a Muslim who is conscious of Islamic teaching that man’s
elevation is from God as contained in Sirah 3:26 should not see election into public office
as a matter of do or die; similarly a Muslim who is conversant with the Islamic teaching
that the world and everything contained therein is vanity as enshrined in Sirahs 3:185 and
57:20 should neither corruptly enrich himself nor live ostentatious life.

The government on its part has an important role to play towards finding solutions
to many of the challenges. To effectively perform this role, 1 put forward the following
recommendations:

i1 In view of the fact that Nigeria like other African nations has continued to
experience socio-political challenges arising from the importation of alien culture
and tradition, it is recommended that the government puts in place machinery for
the formulation of national code of ethics that would reengineer national
reorientation. The code which should be unique to Nigeria should be inspired by

Islamic ethics, Christian values and worthy indigenous African norms. The

system could be tagged Afritocracy.

i) If Nigeria must develop, the education sector has to be rescued from its present
state of decay by adequately funding the sector such that the education system is
repositioned to meet the cotemporary challenges of a developing nation.
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i)

V)

vi)

vii)

Religion is yet to be accorded its pride uf_pluc? wn_fnn_ I.hcdmfhmrrl nr:u:*ru.ullu.n.:
ell-me y Nigerians and corporate bodies,
despite the demand for same by well-meaning AL dence among the youth
In order to check the phenomenon of moral decadence o g .' X
g R istian studies) should be made mmpu!snr}: up to
religion (Islamic studies or Christian . irrespective of their
the senior secondary level such that all students irrespec
specialisation will take religion. ’ A
hl;:cviuw of the fact that gf’ucmnmnl is principally “:HF““‘?'H“ for most :;I l!":
impediments to development in the country, there is urgent need for
restructuring of the system such that: .
a) Immunity being enjoyed by the Executive be stopped forthwith. :
b) Membership of the National Assembly and State Assemblies should be on
part-time basis
c) Electioneering funding should be pegged at a masﬂnahlc‘mnnunl 48
d) Aspirants for elective positions who have leadership qualities as
discussed in the paper should have preference over and above other
considerations
Despite the government’s efforts 1o eradicate corruption, the efforts have been
met with frustrations due to the complexity in our judicial process that causes
undue prolongation of cases involving corrupt practices brought for adjudication
by the anti-corruption agencies. In the light of this, the judicial process should be
overhauled such that all factors responsible for such delays are removed
forthwith.
Communal insurgencies which threaten national integration have been rampant in
the Northern part of the country due to the ethnic clashes arising from ‘who owns
the land’. The Federal Government must therefore make a policy that enables any
Nigerian to choose where he prefers to be his home. The policy should however
outlaw dual indigeneship
The security prub[ems arising {mm the activities of the militant groups, the
Boko .I-Iamm,lellhmc clasl]es.}nmdences of kidnapping, armed robbery; suicide
bt?mblng, political assassinations are a consequence of the people’s discontent
with government for its failings. To solve the problem, government should
intensify efforts to provide employment opportunities for the youths.
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Abstract

National integration and development of any civilized nation is a matter of necessity.
Every nation should be able to boast of her own growth capacity of her own natural
disposition without necessarily shedding the blood of innocent soul through the tribal,
ethnic and religious clashes in her environs, The vital instrument to achieve this venture
requires the people solidarity and national consciousness which Al-Banna termed as
Wataniyvah and Qawmiyyah in his theory of socio-political thought. As a result of this,
this paper examines the theories of Wataniyyah and Qawmiyyah of Hasan Al-Banna as
recipe to the national integration and social development in Nigerian environs. The
impact these theories could make on the national integration and development in Nigeria
as a sovereign country is discussed.

Introduction

Nigeria, as one of the pluralistic sovereign nations, is among the most populous
nations in the African continent with diverse ethnic and religious groups of more than
three hundred in number. This heterogeneous and pluralistic nature of Nigeria, with its
cultural, traditional, customary and religious diversities, help in making the nation a
complex social environment. The divergent geographical resources and socio-economic
distributions in Nigeria make the movement and sr:ttlenrent of Nigerians from different
parts of the nation in search of greener pasture inevitable'. Consequently, this mix- up led
the nation to become a “Unity in Diversity Zone” and it f?nher fnakcs Nigeria a tension-
brewing socio —environment that in the occurrence of a slight misunderstanding, it easily
escalates into serious ethnic and religious crisis in w':l'{:h. several lives and properties of
Nigerians are d;_-slruycd: . Prior to Endcpendclrmc, 1‘he Nigerian sncin-envirunman consisted
of several empires, Kingdoms and states which did not chf:nd on one another in political
and socio-economic affairs until the advent of the British colonial imperialists who
eventually amalgamated all the ethnic and tribal groups together under one geo-political
entity called Nigeria in 1914 so as to create Sm:ta_l Inlcg_ratmn. unity, harmony and
pu;l-..':.:l'ui co-existence among Nigerians from the VATious tribes and ethnic groups. The
effort of the colonial imperialists to integrate multi-ethnic groups in Nigerian environs
proved abortive as they were guilty of alien imposition, distortion and breaking up of
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n of various independent ?imat! ethnic groups int
 this development, Nigeria a5 a pluralistic naic
: of indepe e I
inherited social disintegration from her colonial masters at h;i;ap;nrﬁl?ﬂﬂ as.l a s_::”:r:;h the
recent times, tis social integration has assuned aﬂ? e ilitia groups are the: Oichen
emergence of several ethnic militia groups. These ¢ mccm és (APC) for the H 5
Peoples Congress (OPC) for the Yoruba, Arewa Feople g £ Covarelin S 3'“':'
and Fulani, Bakassi Boys and Movement for ACt}JE[I?.'atiﬂl1 of Sovereign State
Biafra(MASSOB) for the Igho, Movement for Emancipation of Niger DE“E-{ME.\Dj for
the Niger Delta people, Egbesu boys for the ljaw, Gwama boys for the llaje P cople it
Ondo State and Movement for the Survival of Ogoni People (MOSOP) of the Ogon
People of River State.* e

Apart from the above-mentioned ethnic militia groups, there are also religious
militia groups such as Maitatsine sect of earlier 1980s in the Hausa- Fulani areas of
Nigeria. In the recent time, there is Boko Haram group in Borno and Yobe States, Jesus
Army in the Jos- Plateau and Kaduna and several cultic groups in the western and Eastern
parts of Nigeria.

The irony of the matter is that each of these militia groups in Nigeria acts on the
belief that the national interest of its either ethnic or religious group has been robbed by
other ethnic or religious groups and that the interest of their people should be given
preference and priority over the interest of other ethnic groups in the country. They used
lo carry out their militia activities on other ethnic groups out of perceived or suspiciou
injustice, unnecessary discrimination and marginalization from other ethnic or religiou-
groups, and government insensitivity to their predicaments or government unfavourabl
policy”. If care is not taken, these conflicts may lead to national disintegration in the
country. It is against this backdrop that this paper wishes to cxamine the level of nations!
integration in 'ngena. and how this integration could be sustained with the utilization of
the theories of Wataniyyah and Qawmiyyah in Hasan al-Banna’s political thought.

existing large groups, and coercio
inconvenient union’. As a result 0

Ethnic and Religious Crisis as a Threat to National Integration and Development in
Nigeria

Every Nigerian society has witnessed one . o A
result of co-existence, which is characterized h;;it;]n I‘;ﬁ’;mu:ncdu;ﬂ:s;nus ;nsf.ﬁ fm:
diversity. All the past civilian and military governments® A anh re u_si:ﬂ‘m
of ethnic and religious crises in Nigeria have always been e o th_smg tb IE pro 5:|"
re-oceurring from time to time. The Obasanjo-led Bborsieat b 15 pro Emdtim:
had to deal with ethnic and tribal demands on the basis and Pﬂfﬂme::t? 1999 an ok
Nigeria’s fedeml:sm.+ As lher Dl?aﬂnjﬂ- led government e nmﬂ f'nlcasuni::"u.: ‘:\
response to the question of Nigerian concept of federalism, the give satis ah ‘1_ »
Sovereign National Conference in order to decide the b ‘. '€ Was a growing call fX
federalism.” asis tor the Nigerian concept of

The socio-cultural groups in Nigeri ! J
Arewa Ffungrcss of Yoruba, Igbo and Hni:?Fz?::i i;ﬁ'::gm Ohanze, Ndi Igbo :i:
Obasanjo-led government by arguing that the vereign Nﬂt?unma?ug:::ff::.::rf‘ :sn =
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only platform to discuss and find peaceful way of co-existence so as to create national
integration, stable policy and an equal federation in its true concept. At last, the Obasanjo-
led government endorsed the alternative of giving every Nigerian the opportunity of
deliberating on the 1999 Nigerian Constitution in each of the six geo-political zones of the
country so as to amend the necessary areas for favouring all affected ethnic and religious
groups in Nigeria so as to pave way for national integration. Despite this positive
development, the ethnic and religious crisis in the country is still going on unabated in
several parts of the country as each ethnic and tribal group still clamours for its cultural
identity. Since 1999 till the present time, several ethnic and religious crises have taken
place in various environs in Nigeria.” In 1999, there were ethnic and tribal clashes in some
parts of south-western Nigeria, such as Yoruba versus Hausa- Fulani settlers in Lagos and
Ogun States and Yoruba versus ljaw in Lagos State over the issues of cultural identity,
Yoruba versus Hausa-Fulani in Oyo State over the cattle market control and Ife people
versus Modakeke people over a boundary dispute and siting of a local government
secretariat.
The same problem also occurred in some parts of Northern Nigeria. Between
2001 and 2002. there were ethnic and tribal clashes between the Jukun and Tiv tribes in
Benue State over a land boundary dispute, Shendam and Langtang in Jos-Plateau with
Hausa-Fulani settlers in Plateau State over a land and cultural identity. Till date, the clash
between Jos-Plateau and Hausa-Fulani settlers has not stopped. Similarly, some areas in
the Eastern part of the country were not left out in this menace as ethnic and tribal clashes
erupted in 2003 and 2004 among ljaw, Urhobo and Itshekiri in Delta State over the siting
of a local government sectariat.
Due to the incessant occurrence of ethnic and tribal clashes in some parts of the
country. several ethnic and tribal militia groups emerged from various sections of the
country with their militia activities to voice out their national interest and also to kick
against the injustice perpetrated against them. Between 2003 and 2007 during the
Obasanjo-led government, Movement for Emancipation of Niger Delta (MEND)
employed methods of kidnapping oil expatriates, oil bunkering, pipeline sabotage and
staging guerrilla war with the Nigerian forces that were sent to them to maintain peace. In
2008, the Yar’Adua-led government entered into agreement with them that they would be
given stipend allowances and technical trainings abroad as a compensation for their land
pollution from oil spillage.’ Recently, the Niger Delta Boys are still threatening to resume
their militia activities in the area if the Jonathan-led administration decides to rescind the
2008 agreement.
On religious side, the first religious clash in Nigeria was that of Shari‘ah agitation
n the National House of Assembly in 1978. This issue later escalated into religious clash
between Nigerian Muslims and Christians between 1978 and 1980 in several parts of the
country. This clash was immediately followed by the Maitatsine crisis in the Northern
parts of the country. This religious crisis quickly spread like hay fire among the
Northerners until it was laid to rest in 1984 by the military government under General
Muhammad Buhari."
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- svste n in existence and practice
e Shari‘ah legal system h‘as I::-f:un in I;..C e practice
its appearance in Nigerian onstitution of 1979
e parts of the country that it nearly tore-apar

the country into two religio-political platforms. The crisis reached I.jsbf}i?;[ha;’;:::r?fug I:E"
the then Zamfara State governor, Alhaji Ahmad Sdarslieiir;’[r;i'tel:r‘ids it to cover crirninaﬁ
-odification of Shari‘ah legal system in the state and th :
t;i:::: Between 2000 mﬂﬁﬂ};, several states in the Northern Eart of the country started
taking the same step of codification and extension of the Shari‘ah legal system to cover
criminal matters in their area nfjurisdicliuﬂ,” Ly

As soon as the Shariah crisis went down, another crisis emerged f'm"‘. one
Northern Islamic group called Jama atu'l-Ahlus’- Sunnah Hd—daf wali wa "_‘ :f;hmf,
popularly known as Boko Haram. The aim of this group, as asserted n the media is that
all western way of life including education, economics, politics and socio-cultures should
be declared illegal and unlawful in Nigeria. The Boko Haram crisis, stanrz_:c! as more or
less a religious crisis at the initial stage until it later became a socio- political crisis in
some parts of Northemn Nigeria.'* As at this time, the damage and havoc caused by the
Niger Delta Boys and Boko Haram to the national unity and integration of Nigeria as a
sovereign nation in term of loss of lives and properties is nothing to write home about.

Despite the fact that th_
in Nigeria since the pre-colonial 1d_a}’_5,
turned to be a fuel for religious crisis In SOM

Hasan Al- Banna and His Theories of Al-Wataniyyah and Al-Qawmiyyal

Hasan Al- Banna was a remarkable religio-political figure in the Muslim world.
He was born in Egypt in 1906 and he had opportunity of acquiring both Islamic and
western education at Cairo University in 1927. He was appointed as a primary school
teacher in one of the public schools in Ismailiyyah where he founded an Islamic religio-
political organization popularly known as Al-lkhwan Al- Muslimiin in 1929." After a
decade of existence of this organisation, it claimed to have five hundred branches all over
Egypt, Hijaz, Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, Iraq, India and North- West Africa. Al-Banna
experienced the general characteristics of Islamic political system in attractive and
understandable manner to the elites and politicians so as to pave way for the pational
integration in a sovereign nation. He realized that the secular system of nationalism and
patriotism laid down by the western imperialists could not pave way to national
integration and development in a pluralistic society. To him, the first national problem of

a sovereign nation is to liberate herself from the yoke of imperial domination. As a result
of this,' Al-Banna came up with the two theories of national integration popularly called
Al-Wataniyyah and Al-Qawmiyyah.

Al-Wataniyyah and Al-Qawmiyyah as Theories of National Integration

Hasan _M- Bfmna m_hls effun_tu encourage the people in a pluralistic society to
protect the national integration of their country wrote a material, titled “Deawatund” in
which he prf:npnundcd two lhe»:?nﬂs of national integration in a ;nulti-cth A
religious nation. The two theories of national in e

- le I'al.inn are t S 1A S
Al-Qawmiyyah. According 10 Al-Banna, A;_wa%ammhWm:;mmedmﬁ;'uiiiv’:;émigﬁ: a:fr:l
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Qawmiyyah means nationalism. For the understanding of both theories, Al-Banna divided

each of the two theories into five, These divisions are illustrated as follows:

| Wataniyyat al-Hanin: This is the patriotic love for one’s country and place of

residence. It is a feeling which is allowed by both command of nature and Islam. i

Wataniyyah al-Hurriyyah wa-I-"Izzah: This is the patriotic desire ﬂﬂd dﬁ’fﬂﬂﬂ“ to

work for the restoration of honour and independence of one’s country.'®

Wataniyyah al-Mujtama®ah: This is the patriotic desire and devutmn to

strengthen the bonds of mutual co-operation between individuals of a region.'’

4. Wataniyyat al-Fat-h: This is a patriotic desire and devotion to conquer and
dominate the nppusmg nation which wages physical and psychological war
against our own nation.

5 Wataniyyah al-Hizbiyyah: This is the devotion and excess love for party strife
just as the pre-lslamic party strife among the Arab tribes in the Arabian Peninsula.

It is also a desire to the bitter hatred of one’s political opponents without
Justifiable reasons. Hasan al- Banna said:

Il‘n..l

s

“It is a false kind of al-Wataniyyah, it does not benefit anybody; not even those who
practise it.”"’

According to Hassan al-Banna, the first four kinds of al-wataniyyah were
encouraged by the teachings of Islam. This should not be mistakenly regarded as
patriotism practised in the western nations which tries to strengthen one nation at the
expense of others. Al-Wataniyyah seek to promote the strength and welfare of all the lands
and their emancipation from all foreign dominations.*

On the idea of al-Qawmiyyah, it is also categorized into five. They are as follows:
1. Qawmiyyat al-Majd: This is the nationalistic pride of the young generation in the

glory of their forefathers and their heroes with the sincere desire to emulate them.

The forefathers and heroes mentioned above are tlm first generations of preceding

nationalists and those who followed their footsteps.™

P Qawmiyyat al-*Ummal: This is the act of having special nationalist interest in a
person in his particular group and people. This is also a genuine feeling which is
‘]pp'rl..‘:'rl;'d by Islam as it teaches mutual love among the people in a particular
nation.”

3! Qawmiyyat al-Tanzim: This is the realization that the common aims of freedom

and salvation are achieved by the nationalistic struggle of each individual group.
It is also another legitimate aspiration approved by Islam because it teaches the
people that ||u.||.,andml and self -government can be achieved by their
unrelenting efforts.” ”

4. Qawmiiyyat al-Jahiliypah: This 1s the desire to re-establish old tribal sentiments
in customs and cultures, and to replace national unity by an exaggerated
nationalism and racism in a highly contemptible and dangerous sentiment. Under
the influence of this kind of al-Qawmivyah, some nations have destroyed the
outwards sign of unity.™*
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This is the nationalistic desire to gain dominatiop i

: ‘Udwdn: : - 25
&, Qawmiyyat al-"Udwin: hers as it is practised in some western nations.

one’s own race over the ot

il arded as commendable g,
The first three kinds of af-QOaw ””}W“'. iy, 155 ity. This nati ‘11_11
for national integration and unity. This nationalig
rarseworthy as they can pave way 3 ; d th R
P 2 . : <rst generation of Muslims and they are able ¢,
struggle was put into practice by the first g N
; PR I ire of Islam. However, the last two kind;
integrate and expand more territories for the emp 21 ‘ :
: : instigated by the spirit of tribal sentiments. Al
of al-Qawmiyyah are those which are instigated by the spiri o
Banna does not overlook the fact that there are natural distll‘.lﬂlﬂll'ls bctw;:f,n the tribes tlmd
nations. Some are better than others, some are worse. The special qualities that a Nation
may possess should not be used for aggression. They should be used for the promotion of
the real purpose of national integration and unity. How this can bc done was shown in an
exemplary manner by the Arab contemporaries of Muhammad in tl?c seventh century of
Christian era. Thus, Al-Banna compared the sovereign nation to EJ‘Iher a hfzahh}f or an
unhealthy person. According to him, tribes or nations are like individuals with regard to
strength and weakness, aged and young, health and disease. A healthy person who has
fallen ill and has been cured by a skilful physician, who determined the real cause of the
discase, often finds himself in better health after his cure than he was before his illness.
Thus a nation, which in the course of time has become weak to the point where its very
existence is in peril, and where it is in no position to withstand the greed and violence of
outsiders, can be cured if the source of the disease is known as if a skilful physician can
be ﬁ"’.'"d. who will effect the cure with the help of God.”’ To Al- Banna, a skilful physician
15 ciTeFt:\'e in the utilization of the spirit of Al-Wataniyyah and Al-Qawmivyah in a
sovereign and pluralistic nation.

Al-Banna observes that both Wataniyyah and Qawmiyyah could be utilized to

ends depending on the target of the people in such

a given nation. This i : i
why Al-Banna extolled Wataniyyah al-h anin, W, g ion. This is the main reaso

: - atantyyah al-Hurriyyah, Watanivyah al-
Mujtama ah and Wataniyyah al-Fat-h as vita| means of national inte{g:::ion and u;:'il}f,:’ In

the same way, he encouraged people in 4 pluralistic nat; :
; ; on to ado Oawmi _Majd,
Oawmivyah al-Ummah, and Qawmiyyal qf. Tanzim as they can l:-cp;an ipﬁilzigﬂg fsujgin

national integration and unity among the i
5 e ; people of ‘e
religions which is peculiar to the Nigerian se : T ey iy

Wataniyyat and Al-Qawmivyat could be app[i:j“i; 1 the above -?]em,iﬂ"':d kinds u_f Al-
integration and unity are not stable because Situation where paiibec |
several parts of the country, there is eve
curtailing, if not eradicating our nationa
principles of Al-Watanivyah and Al-Qay
ethnic groups in Nigeria but the kind

would go a long way in
S s is not to dispute that
Miyyah do not exisy am #

S of Watan; ong the various tribes and
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seriously condemned by Hasan Al-Banna

| crisis. Hnwew:r, th

24



himself as they could lead to national disintegration and disunity in any given pluralistic
sociely as it is currently oceurring in the Nigerian society.”

Several loss of lives and properties have taken place in almost all the Nigerian
socielies as a result of abuse employment of the spirit of Al-Wataniyyah and Al-
Oawmiyyah. It has one time led to civil war which almost broke the country into two
before it was finally resolved.>

It is undisputable that the spirit of Al-Wataniyyah and Qawmiyyvah has been
ngrained into the blood of individual persons in terms of nationality, ethnicity or religion.
What Hasan al- Banna was driving at in his integration theories is that any spirit of A/~
Wataniyyan and Al-Qawmiyyah exhibited should be carried out to sustain national

integration and unity of mankind in a pluralistic society irrespective of their tribe,
ethnicity and religion.

Conclusion

The study attempted to examine the ethnic and religious conflicts as a threat to
national integration and unity in Nigeria and how integration theories of A/-Watanivyah
and Al-Qawmiyyah from the political outlook of Hasan al-Banna could be manipulated to
solve the problem. Having done this, the study discovers that:

(1) Every individual person has spirit of Al-Wataniyyah and Al-Qawmiyyah in his
or her blood in term of tribal or religious sentiment;

(11) The theories of Al-Wataniyyah and Al-Qawmivyah could be used to achieve
either positive or negative end;

(i) If the theories of Al-Wataniyyah and Al-Qawmiyyah are piously and perfectly
utilised, it could easily pave way to national integration and unity in a
pluralistic society such as Nigeria.

Based on these findings, the study recommends that Nigerians should:

(i) Make use of Al-Wataniyyah and Al-Qawmiyyah in a positive way because
wrong use of Al-Wataniyyah and Al-Qawmivyah are responsible for the
national disintegration and disunity in Nigeria during both the pre-coloonial
and post-colonial era.

(i) Exhibit their spirit of Al-Wataniyyah and Al-Qawmiyyah with national interest
at the back of their mind so as to ensure national integration and unity.
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Abstract
I'he et_‘i'm:!s of insecurity in the life of a nation are immeasurable, ranging from political
issassinations, religious crises, assault and battery, ritual murder, rape and burglary 1o
destruction of properties, just to mention a few. This paper highlights how Islam proffer
sc}lulmrjs to these issu?s of insecurity in the life of humanity through its welfare am;
E:u:::rf:;r;r:!ﬁ; l;uman right programme, exa@gle m:" which is seen in the precedence laid
e |h \uhammad (S.A.W) in his adnmus'tratmn of the Jahilivvah (Ignorant) era of
rab society which was full of pandemonium, wars, insecurity and chaos. And he

(Prophet Muhammad) was able L it withi
o turn it witl -three y into a soci ~
peace, love and orderliness un twenty-three years, into a society of

Introduction
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submit themselves 1o the will of AHlah lead a secured life, both in th)i’;; ::Jcri;l - :JhTSE oy
: "t and the next.
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nationality, as the personal di property and wealtl
b 2nity, \ .
secured under the Islamic | : Y an Ith of non-M uslims are pmlcctcd and

Buttressing the above fact Allah says:

: n
them Kindness and deal justly wi your homes, tha you should show
dealers. (Q60:8) ' ' Allah loves the Just

Thus, the essence of this paper |
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Qur’anic verses and Hadith texts. Shithn Sle ““e‘:“m}' in Islam

using some
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!!tfr!!f?!ffftfhf in the land between Mesopotamia and the Nile River. It tells us of the laws of
Manu in the Indian subcontinent. It narrates the biography of Buddha, a Brahman, and his
faw. It brings us news of Confucius which occurred in China. Through history, we are
introduced 1o the development of Greek laws, characterized by injustice, by the cruelty of
war that threatened the security of human life and property, and by sexual licentiousness.
Those laws were so harsh that they are said “to have been written with blood”, and were
noted for their extreme caste system. These laws gave allowances to noblemen that were
denied to all other people. In addition, history tells us of reform attempts in the
d“‘f‘-"“F""-"‘{' of Greek laws, but these attempts could not overcome the great number of
unjust practices common at the time. Also history did not forget to pencil the barbaric life
of the Arabs of the pre-Islamic era, History tells us about the Roman laws, most
outstanding of which were the Twelve Tables. Monet, a French historian, describes the
sum total of the Twelve Tables stipulations, saying;

We in fact are faced by a barbaric law. In regards to debtors unable to

pay the debts they owed, they could be enslaved by the lenders, who

were given the right to sell, and even kill, these debtors. If the lenders

were several, they all had the right to cut the bady of the debtor into
pieces while he was still alive.'

History, likewise, tells us that wars and attacks were the rule in the relations
between peoples, communities, and individuals, and even between members of the same
tribe or the same community, The most outstanding examples are the world wars that
broke out between the followers of religions and subjects of empires dominant at the time.
One of the best known of these was the Great Holocaust, in which Jews burnt the
Christians of Najrain Southern Arabia. The valleys and mountains of the area are the
surviving witness that bear traces of the atrocious holocaust, which is deservedly regarded
as the first “holocaust™ in the history of mankind. The Qur'an keeps a record of it in the
chapter of 4/-Buryj (the constellations). Also one of the bloodiest wars was the recurring
wars between Persians and Romans, which had casualties numbering hundreds of
thousands, in addition to horrible destruction and devastation at all levels. There were
also the wars within the frame work of the Roman Empire, the wars between the Greek
and Roman empires, and many others. Within the Arab nation, fierce wars erupted, such
as the wars of A/-Busus, Daches and Al-Ghabraa, and others that took the form of raids
and counter-raids, being the accepted norm in the tribal life in Arabia before Islam.

The noble Qur’an offers an adequate account of history of peoples and nations at that
time. It offers a detailed picture of the security conditions of humanity as it progressed
before the advent of the Islamic mission. These conditions include the following:

(1) The case of greed and mutual envy between the two sons of Prophet Adam
(Abel and Cain), in Q5:27-28, and the case of the two brothers in Q38:23-24.

(11) The case of degeneration of the human intellect through the worship of stones
and other objects in Q21:51-52 and Q26:23-24.

(111) The case of widespread oppression dominant among Nations at that time in
Q9:70.
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people before the advent of Prophet M
all the religions of the world and the her
Prophet Muhammad (SAW). These situati
main causes of the insecurity that pervades the world,
denial of human rights are the two major causes of
resolved through the Islamic provisions for the safety o

Islam and the Protection of Fundamen
Islam as a religion that show

The case of denial and calumny in Q25:37-38, Q26:105, Q38:77-78 and
(Q50:12. : iy “h

The case of Domination and fm:qmtal?Ie s_tandardajln %33-_'19.33-9

Arrogance and International pnlurizulmng_&l] Q41:22 and Q29:39.

The case of family disintegration in Q7: 0-82 . _ ; )
The case of wrong doing and Tyranny in Q28:59, Q10:13, QI “;7" Q!IL]G']"
Ql1:116-117, Q18:46, Q16:33, Q11:102, Q21:11, Q22:45, Q22:48, Q7:16-17.
Q21:14, Q29:31. _ _ L
The case of spoiling the Earth and polluting the environment in Q2:205.
Q30:41, Q89:10-12, Q7:56 and Q26:183.

The case of demeaning women in Q81:9-10, Q16:59 and Q43:17.

The case of business fraud in Q55:8-9, Q11:84-85.

The case of International wars in Q30:2-4.

The case of Infringement on Religious freedom in Q85:4-8, Q21:68-69 and
(Q4:155-158.

The case of renouncing pledges and covenants in 0Q4:155, Q2:27, Q2:102 and
(08:56.

The case of economic domination and tyranny in Q28:76-79 and 81.

The case of self-deification and enslaving people in Q28:36. Q79:24 and
0Q43:54,

ons, as identified by the noble Qur an, are the
It could be said that injustice and

this insecurity and which can be
Fhumanity.

tal Human Righis
S extreme concern for

: ‘ : tal human rights are the devices
of Islamic security, In fact, the concept of human rights iy Islam originated from 2
broader concept of human dignity enshrined in the [slam:

Says:

Verily we have honoured the children of Adam ... and
them above many of those whom we Created wiIhn:: prcf;rm::_
preferment. (Q17:70). e

Islam and the Right to Life

The first basic rights of human
homicide, genocide, infanticide and a

being is the right of life,

Islam strongly prohibits
Y other unlawfy) killing g

s, while in the case of
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murder Islam recommends that due process should be followed, which the Qur’an refers
to as Bil-Hagq. In buttressing the above assertion the Qur’an speaks thus:
Whosoever kills a human being (without any reason like) man-

slaughter, or corruption on earth, it is as though he had killed all
mankind. Q5:32.

Do not kill a soul which Allah has made sacred except through due
process of law Q6:151.

The later verse thus distinguished homicide from destruction of life carried out in the
pursuit of justice.

To buttress the above two Qur’anic verses the noble Prophet Muhammad (SAW)
declared that homicide is the greatest sin afier polytheism. He says:

The greatest sins are to associate partners with Allah and to kill human
beings ...”

The above Qur’anic verses and Hadith point to the fact that the right to life as a whole has
been given to man by Islam compared to other societies or customs of the world where the
contrary is the case — For instance, human beings were hunted down like animals in
Australia and the land was cleared of the aborigines for the white man. In the same vein,
the aboriginal population of America was systematically annihilated and the Red Indians
who somehow survived this genocide were confined to reservation.” It was only in 1948
that the United Nations General Assembly issued the International Bill of Human Rights
that consist of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), which the provisions
in Article 3 of it says *‘Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of pv:rr:;t.t-ns’.Jl
And these provisions are in conformity and in line with the requirements of the Islamic
law and its philosophy which has been in existence for centuries before 1948.

The message of the above Qur'anic verses and the prophetic tradition is very
decisive as to the sanctity of the individual's life the Islamic law is trying to protect in
order to safeguard the security and well-being in the society. For erime and violence, as
we are aware, would upset the stability, peace and order in the society. It is for this
reason, perhaps, that Islam in its laws introduces a severe, capital punishment of death for
4 murderer in order to uproot the crime and deter a potential criminal from carrying out
his acl.

Islam and Right to Safety of Life
As life is an entrusted asset bestowed by Allah to all His living being in order to
worship Him, it should be secured. Thus, it h the duty of every human being granted the
privilege to save human life to do so, as enjoined by He (Allah) who gives it. Qur’an 5
verse 32 says:
And whoever saves a life it is as though he had saved Mankind

entirely...
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Islam and Re:_pf}:; for 11:::‘:’:';‘?““:“15 in the charter of human rights granted by Isla,
that a “[[:nmea:'slhm:?l?:musl be n:5pcc'lcd and PI'UIE:I.‘.'IEd at a!lrlll‘;‘lﬂtﬁ. t:;lfﬂllﬁl-: I!‘ﬂl.ur.wl:
women are \'EI‘}' [cndcr ﬂnd ﬁ'&gifﬂ. Ih'l.ls m::ﬂ ‘musl Pa}' Telbﬂ:i IDR IET\. .L'F:IT]h‘ILII'I'li
discharge their duties to them and should refrain from any act that 1s hikely 1o njure the,

honour. as men will be held accountable for the welfare of women on the Day

Resurrection. Allah says:
Men are in charge of women by ri
the other and what they spend (
Q4:34.

ght of what Allah has given one over
for maintenance) from their wealth.

While buttressing this saying of Allah, Prophet Muhammad (SAW) said in his farewe|
sermon:

And fear Allah in regard to your women. Verily, you have taken them

on the security of Allah.*

The wordings of the above tradition urge men to pay full regard to the rights and welfare
of women and deal with them in a just and fair manner. This is the stand of Islam on
women’s honour, right and security.

Islam and the Right to a Basic Standard of Life

Islam is an encyclopedia religion which left no stone unturned in all human
affairs, be it mundane or religious. Islam no doubt takes care of its adherents in their entire
endeavour, even up to the most infinitesimal of their affairs, not to mention their
economic rights.  This could be understood in its care for the economic right of the
destitute. Qur’an 51 verse 19 says:

And in their wealth there is acknowledeed ri
destitute, ged right for the needy and

The lucid meaning of the above verse is that any one who as
suffering from deprivation has a right to share in
irrespective of whether he belongs to his country,
an economic security in Islam. The evidence to

narrated by “Awn b. Juhayfah and the one narrated b i

2 : Y Abu Sa‘id Al- . .
;b.wn b. Juhayfah narrated Frqm his father that the alms mllleclf hUdrni-.lhus'
Prophet (SAW) came to their tribe and took the Zakar < i
their rich and distributed it armm§ their poor, At th at money from
ﬂrphﬂﬂ':d child and hie BOI a Shﬂ.l'f'. . e Lime hB Was an
Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri (R.A.A) narrated :
Prophet (SAW) one man had ]a et durip
debt. The Prophet (SAW) said. i : in a lot of

e di , « Live him from m "

pFupI | a]:hd. but it was not enough to pay for his deby ¥ Zakat". The
of Allah (SAW) said 1o his crediiy 5. The messenger

wealth and that is all you are ﬂnti[l:f ke whatever You find from his

ks for help or someone
the property and wealth of a Muslim.
race, or religion. In other words this is
the above fact is found in two Ahadith

to” i)
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[slam and the Individual’s Right to Freedom
Islam is the only religion that came to forbid the primitive practice of capturing a
freeman to enslave or sell him into slavery. On this the Prophet (SAW) said:
There are three categories of people against whom | shall mysell be a
plaintiff on the Day of Judgment. Of these three, one is he who
enslaves a fréeeman, then sells him and cats the money. 2

The wordings of this tradition have not been restricted to a particular nation or race, or 10
followers of a particular nation or race, or to followers of a particular religion. Islam tried
to solve the problem of slavery that was already deeply rooted in Arabia and other
continents of the world by encouraging people to set their slaves free. The Qur an states
in many Vverses that freeing slaves by Muslims means the expiation of some of their sins
e.e Q4:92 and Q22:3. The result of this Qur'anic dictate was that, by the end of the first
four caliphs® era all the old slaves of Arabia had been liberated. The Prophet (SAW)
alone liberated as many as 63 slaves. The number of slaves freed by "A'ishah was 67;
while *Abbas and Abdullah bn. *‘Umar liberated 70 and 1000 respectively and Abdal-
Rahman purchased thirty thousand (30,000) slaves and set them free.”

I'he problem of slavery in Arabia was thus solved under 40 years,

Islam and the Rights to Justice
Muslims have been enjoined by Allah to be just not only to their friends but also

1o their enemies. In other words, the justice to which Islam invites her followers is not
limited to the citizens of one's own country, or the people of one’s own tribe, nation or
race. or the Muslim Community as a whole;: it is meant for all human beings. The noble
Qur’an has given the following dictates concerning the right of justice for every human
being.

And do not let ill-will towards any folk incite you so that you swerve

from dealing justly — Be just; that is nearest to heedfulness ((Q5:8).

[his is a very important and valuable right which Islam has granted to man as another
[orm of security.

Islam and the Equality of Human Beings

Islam recognizes the principle of absolute equality between men irrespective of
colour. race or nationality while it makes it an important reality because the whole
Musliny nation is one and their Lord is also one. It is worth noting here that the concept of
human dienity stems from the concepl of the unity of mankind in Islam. This is because
Islam considers that all human beings came from the same origin, i.e. Adam and Eve
(Q7:35 and Q19:58),

The words ‘you are all the children of Adam® in the farewell sermon of the
Prophet (SAW) ' warn people that they wield no precedence over one another because
their origin is one and the same, and it implies that they should be treated equally. In
other words men are in reality, on equal footing in the context of the reality of mankind.
Therefore, there is no reason whatsoever 10 discriminate, enslave in whatever form, and
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wtrict their libertics let alone to mistreat mankind on the basis of race, religion o
e - I|I T;l l-:I'u:mld not be egotistical to one another on .[hu b?’lh.lh- ol t!‘u:rr posi|
‘Ir?u?;:ﬁ::]::lr“;ﬂnlIml:ii.w. For the noblest and most honoured man in the sight of Allal i
one that is the best in his conduct. Allah S8YSs. d female and We

O mankind. We have created you from a male and femalc e IL
made vou nations and tribes so that you may be able to Ay l';{."'
other, indeed, the noblest among you before Allah are the most heedful

of you (Q49:13),

Thus, according to the above Qur'anic verse, the superiority n:F one man over another |«
determined by Allah’s consciousness, purity of character nncf hi .g!‘t mqral:i. and_lmt colour,
race, language or nationality. People are therefore not Jm.:_nl'u:d In_assuming airs of
superiority over other human being and thus tampered with their Ilun.mn rights by
oppression and victimization of any kind. The Prophet (SAW) was categorical about this
when he said:

No Arab has any superiority over a non-Arabs nor does a non-Arab has

any superiority over a black man, or the black man over the white mI:?n.
You are all the children of Adam, and Adam was created from clay.

Islam and the Right to Cooperate and Not to Conive

Islam admonishes that the person who undertakes noble and righteous work,
irrespective of his country, race, tribe or colour has the right of being supported and co-
operated with by the Muslims.  But one who perpetrates evils and very aggressive in
dealing with people, even if he is our family or neighbour, does not have the right to our
support and co-operation in the name of race, country, language, colour, or nationality,
nor should he expect the Muslims to abet him in jeopardizing peoples® life and properties.

Through the noble Qur'an Islam has prescribed a general principle of paramount
importance and universal application thus:
Co-operate with one another for virtue

: and heedfulness and do not co-
operate with one another for the

purpose of vice and aggression.

Istam and Destruction of Life and Prupnrt}r
Islam forbids all fm:ms of killing except when done in the due process of Shari'h
(law), which the noble Qur’an refers to as ‘gjj - Haqq' (with the truth). Almighty Allah
said in Qur’an 4 verse 93 as regards homicide: : &
Anyone who kills a believer deliberately wi : :
sentence) to live in Hell for ever, Al la}lr1 vill receive as his reward (a

: will be ith hi
curse him, and prepare dreadfil torment for hip Si'gg? RE

Based on the above Qur'anic verses the Prophet (SAW) thus stated tl
at:
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l'i; :lthTm‘hI lllfw..sl flml. properties are sacred (forbidden) to one another
he the sanctity of this day of yours, in this month of yours, in this
town of yours, till the day you meet your Lord ..."

He (Prophet) (SAW) also said:
I'he most hated persons 1o Allah are three: A person who deviates from
the right conduet, ie.. an evil doer, in the Haram (Sanctuaries of
Makkah and Madinah): A person who seeks that the traditions of the
period of ignorance, should remain in Islam; and a person who seeks to
shed somebody's blood without any right."

Fven the lite of a dhimmi (non-Muslim citizen) living in an Islamic state must be
protected. The Prophet (SAW) is reported to have said;

Whoever Killed a Ma'ahad (a person who is granted the pledge of

protection by the Muslims) shall not smell the fragrance of Paradise

though its fragrance can be smelt at a distance of forty years (of

traveling). "

Islam and Protection of Honour
The protection of human being’s honour (be it a Muslim or a non-Muslim) is

another right enjoined upon any person in an Islamic State. This is evident in the farewell
pilgrimage sermon of the Prophet (SAW) in which he prohibited not only the taking of the
life and property of other unlawfully, but also any encroachment on people’s honour,
respect and chastity was also prohibited. -
For the protection of human’s honour the noble Qur’an lays down the following rules:

O you who believe! Let not some men among you laugh at others ...,

Nor let some women laugh at others ..., Nor defame nor be sarcastic to

each other or call each other by (offensive) nicknames ... Q49:11-12,

Islam and the Security of Private Life :
Islam also places great value on the security of private life of a citizen and thus

commands that no undue encroachment should be inflicted on his or her privacy. The

noble Quran had laid down the injunction in the following verses:
O you who believe! Enier not houses other than your own, until you
have asked permission and saluted those i them ...

If you find no one in the house, enter not until permission is given 1o
you: If you are asked to go back, go back: That makes for greater
purity for yourselves ... (Q24:27-28)

O you who believe! Avoid suspicion as much (as possible): for
suspicion in some cases is a sin: And spy not on each other ...

(Q49:12).
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the noble Prophet (SAW) went 1o the cxiey

Y w I." w“,,-""l”..."‘lII i -
In order to protecl iTL{.!I'.I!L. S privac hmﬂd not enter even his own house Sltdtluﬂh

instructing his followers that a man s

surreptitiously. (o those inside that he is entering, so that he

somehow indicate

He should somehow indica ot v e -
not see his mother. sister or daughter in a condition in which I!lt.f \‘-'-fllhi nlﬁl like 1o
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seen. nor in which e himself would not like to see them. Fhis 1s based on the comm;

of Allah in Qurian 24 verses 58-59. Peering intn_ the I_mu:;cj; ol {.III]H;;I' |‘i:fl|1llr.? h‘;u__q be
strictly prohibited  so much so that there is !hf saying of the | mjpl“'l (l ‘ﬁ‘ : ,{l "“.” 1' lln..-:
linds another person secretly peering into his house, .nn‘d |'IE!|}I.IT.\ out his t}d‘: OF eyes as |
punishment, he will not be liable to prosecution. This 1s evident in the tradition narrate|
by Sa‘d that: ‘

A man peeped into the house of the Prophet 1hmugh_ a |I.D|ll' while the

Prophet was scratching his head with Midrai (a certain Kind of comb),

On that the Prophet (SAW) said (to him), “If 1 had Lnuu:n you had

been looking, then | would have pierced your eye with that instrument,

because the asking of permission has been ordained so that one would

not see things unlawfully."

Islam and the Right to Protest against Tyranny
Among the rights that Islam has conferred on human beings is the right 1o
protest against a government's tyranny. The Qur’an says:
Allah loves not that evil should be noised abroad in public speech,
except it is by someone who has been injured thereby. Q4:148.

This means that Allah strongly disapproves of abusive language or strong words of
condemnation, but that the person who has been the victim of injustice or tyranny has the
right to protest strongly against the injury that has been done to him. This right is not
confined 10 individuals. The above Qur'anic verse has general application. If an
imdividual or a group of people or a party usurps power and. after assuming the reins of
authority. begins to tyrannize people of that country, then 10 raise the voice of protest i

the Allah-given right of man. An attempt 1o usurp this right is tantamount to rebellion
against Allah, which is consequence is Hell-fire in the Hereafter

Islam and the Protection of Religious Sentiments
Couple with privilege of conviction and libert
the individual that his religious maxim wil| pe given

said or done which may infringe on this right. Almi
thus: .

¥ of conscience, Islam guarantees
due respect and that nothing will be
ghty Allah said in the noble Qur'an

they call upon besides A
iﬁnbl‘;lncc Qﬁ:lﬂsﬂs Allah, lest they out

Revile not you those whom
of spite revile Allah in their

This Qur’anic instruction is g general o et
* . ne which is not lim; : "
o oions s e asioraliees i E 8 e
sonvictions i i C
; " P SO persons inia estesn Which you fee tﬁeyugﬂungf SE:r:zd Then it
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is not justifiable in Islam for you to use abusive language to them and thus injure their
feelings. It should be noted at this juncture that Islam does not prohibit people holding
debate and discussions that are conducted with decorum. Allah instructed thus:

And do not argue with the people of the Book, except with means

better (than their disputation), unless it be with those of them who
inflict wrong (and injury) ... Q29:46.

Islam and Protection against Arbitrary Incarceration

The justice Islam accords every individual includes the right of not been arrested
or imprisoned for other’s offences. This is because Islam believes in personal
responsibility. We ourselves are responsible for our acts, and their consequences cannot
be transferred to someone else. The noble Qur’an has laid down this principle clearly
when it says in Qur’an 6 verse 164 thus:

... No bearer of burdens shall be made to bear the burden of another ...
(Q6:164).

Islam and Equality before the Law

Islam also advocates the right of absolute equality of citizens before the law,

Islam insists and demands that all officials of an Islamic state, from the most senior to the
most junior, are equal in the eyes of the law. None of them has any right of immunity
from the law. This principle of equality before the law was exemplified by the Prophet on
the case of a Makhzumiyyah lady who committed theft:

Narrated A’ishah: Usama interceded for a Makhzumiyyah lady who

had committed theft. “When Usama spoke to Allah’s Apostle about the

matter, Allah’s Apostle said, “Do you intercede (with me) to violate

one of the legal punishment of Allah? “Then he got up and addressed

the people, saying, “O people! The nations before you went astray

because if a noble person committed theft, they used to leave him, but

if a weak person among them committed thefi, they used to inflict the

legal punishment on him. By Allah, if Fatimah, the daughter of

Muhammad committed theft, Muhammad will cut off her hand.”"”

The second Caliph *Umar b. Al-Khattab also displayed the same character of equality of
the noble and the weak before the law. It is reported that ‘Umar bn. Al-Khattab was a
jurist at the Court of Appeal, and he once inflicted the Shari‘ah punishment of eighty
lashes for drinking upon his own son Abu Shahmah.'®

Conclusion

It is an undeniable fact that the abuse of human rights couple with the violation of
constitutional laws and corruption in every level of governmental office are the main
causes of the insecurity we are facing in this present generation. Islam however, has
provided solutions for this insecurity since one thousand four hundlred and thirty-four
years ago. Thus, in the fore-going it is established that thr{?uglt thF instrumentality and
application of human rights as presented by Islam, the security of lives and properties is
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certain if the society is made safe and secure, the limits of every individual is wel) spelle
laws are enforced, the oppressed are helped and wrong doers il checked. The tide
security and human development will be enhanced for the wellbeing of all. l_t must ajs,
said that obedience 10 government is imperative because a revolt aganst it epyy,

bloodshed, looting of property, disturbance of peace, wastage of righl? and tremend,,
vorruption and disorder. All these in essence have been Iﬂkﬁll'l care of within the Shar; .
provisions in Islam. These are with a view at making life more conducive for

attainment of man’s growth and development.
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Abstract o3
In a multi religious country like Nigeria, the need for a peaceful co-existence among

adherents of different faith is inevitable if the nation needs to d:e:w:lop, This paper,
acknowledging the fact that inter- religious dialogue is one of the various rrplethods for the
achievement of peace and harmony in the society, examined the various strategies
identified by the Qur'an for peaceful co existence with people of other faiths. Historical
research method was used in collecting data for this paper. Problems identified as
hinderances to peaceful co-existence include inadequate knowledge of the teachings of
the religion and bad governance. Hence, the paper recommended that religious leaders
should be up and doing in educating adherants of their faith. If this is done, peace will
reign in the country and expected development will be achieved.

Introduction
Whenever conflict is mentioned, what comes to
among other things are chaos, crisis, disorder and violence. Conflict 15 that which

concerns * a state of disagreement between people, group, country e.t.¢” | it is a clash
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' ter still, a state of ive situati i
A . : n )

between two groups or parties who find lheéiselves S ARGAve Situation that exists

peacefully. hcompatible to live together

Confliet situation arises whe
=58 : never one party : .
achieving such goals are being threatened or h?nd e s e vaoans of

or parties and it is predominantly witnessed ered by the activities of the other party

the mind as its interpretation
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" gh an e but a
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ve,

Nigeria has wilnessed Constan
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e, (1995), Sharia crises in



Zamlara, Kadunna, Bauchi, Sokoto ete in 1999, Sharia reactions in Aba, Onitsha, and
Owerri in 1999, Between September 2001 and May 2004, nearly fifty-four thousand men
and women were killed in three years of ethnic conflict in Nigeria's central plateau. This
led in May 2004 to then-President Olusegun Obasanjo declaring a six-month state of
emergency for Plateau state. The crisis in Jos repeated itself in 2008 and 2009 marks the
emergence of the insurgent Boko Haram . These instances are few as there was no year
without three to four instances of religious conflicts in Nigeria. These conflicts are not
without cost to the Nigerian people. The disintegration, dispersion, instability, lost of lives

and properties, discontinuing economic programmes and projects are some of the side
eftects of the crises,

The need for inter faith dialogue in Nigeria

~ The prominent among factors that are responsible for religious crises in Nigeria
are: ignorance, fanatism, intolerance, lack of piety, poor preaching/evangelism methods,
inconsistency and unfaimess of government policy, selfishness, materialism, hatred and
external influence. Of all these factors, lack of religious education and awareness about
others belief and idea are considered most dangerous and  solutions to these problems
include an intensified effort on interfaith dialogue where religious leaders will sit to
discuss reasons why conflict must be shun in the society. The resolution of these religious
leaders will then be disseminated to followers of the religion until peace returns to the
land. The Nigerian Inter-Faith Action Association (NIFAA), an independent Nigerian-led
NGO co-chaired by the Sultan of Sokoto and the Catholic Archbishop of Abuja and led
by Executive Director Bishop Sunday Onuoha, with seed funding from Nigeria's Federal
Ministry of Health and the World Bank, is one of such organisations that are taking care
of the challenge. This non governmental organisation takes up the training of some
religious leaders on the need and modality for Muslim -Christian co-existence in Nigeria ,
the organisation is now actively mobilizing thousands of Muslim and Christian faith
leaders to deliver sermons in support of the massive effort to combat the scourge of
malaria in Nigeria. NIFAA's work is an evidence that religious leaders can be mobilized
for joint action at a large scale even in contentious climates. Some individuals are equally
holding the bull by the horns. The works of the Imam and the Pastor, “as Ashafa and
Wuye are widely known” is having ramifications way beyond Nigeria, not least because.
for a time they were at the heart of the problem. The men address  key issues facing
people of faith today: how the Christian and Muslim worlds can live and work together

without compromising their fundamental religious principles

Islam and communal living _ : Ve
Islam teaches peaceful co-existence and tolerance . It is only he who is ignorant

of its teachings, hostile to its system, or is arrogant enough not to accept C!Eﬂl: cvidencﬁe
that will dispute this fact. Peace in Islam is" more than a mere desire, itisa principle that is
deeply rooted in all the fabrics of Islam” .No religious law or social system has ever
encouraged the establishment of peace in the same way that Islam has done, for Islam has
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The Prophet of Islam emph Allah) and you cannot have faith

~ ith (in
cannot enter paradise unless you have fﬂlthrc{!s S ahich.
you love one another. Can | guide you towa
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love one another? Propagate peace™ . / ;
; i service to humanity (muamaly) .,
In Islam, next to the service to Allah is the d

just like the rights of Allah are sacred, human rights are alsorsacrcd. Fight '151'3“- Y2
phenomenon of necessity and even in the midst of the fight; Muslims a;e EF':I‘““'"EEL{T 1o be
ready for peace if there is inclination mwardsl peace on the other si ©. 'S1am considers
fight a joyful duty not for itself but to establish the reign of peace, righteousness 4
Allah’s law. Allah orders;

but if the enemy incline towards peace, you should also incline
towards it and trust in Allah for He is the One that hears and knows

all things (Q8:61)

1

if you embark on it yo,

The teaching of Islam is that of unity of origin that implies necessity of communality as
adequately portrayed in the Qur’an thus:

O mankind, fear your Guardian Lord who created you from a single

person, created out of it his mate and from them twain scattered

(like seeds) countless men and women...(Q4:1)

Ibn .ﬁsh*ura is of the view that Allah gave an indiscriminate invitation to the God
fearing tnf explain thay all mankind come from the same origin and they share common
ideology”. The verse explains that the difference in our races, tribes and nations are only
convenient labels for identification of certain characteristics in us, but before Allah, we
are all one and equal as contained in Q49:13. This unity of origin is best exemplified in
the conduct of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW). When he migrated to Madinah to
establish the earliest Islamic state, he concluded a treaty between all the tribes he met
among whom were Christians and Jews establishing religious freedom and equal rights

and duties” Islam recognises the Christians and the o
"People of the book’ it further confirms that the th l:::j _Eﬂ"-"t?: tlhem a honf.‘m}ry _tlli; :d
Judais'n share a common moral code: glons; Islam, Christianity

Say, we believe in God and the s
revelation given 1o Abrabam, revelation given 1o us, and the

Tribﬂ:iﬂdﬂiﬂgivmm"; and Isaac, Jacob and the

Thus, the teachings of Moses and Jesys
e T by e st f P s
Ir pristine form,
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still extant and not withstanding the connotation of Q2:256 that Islam is the only accepted
religion, the differences in peoples beliefs, cultures and languages are divined wisdom as
confirmed by the Qur'an :

1o cach among you have we prescribed a law and an open

way. I Allah had so willed, He would have made you a single

community, but (His plan is) to test you in what He had given

}’ﬂQu. SO compete amongst yourselves to do the common goal
+.005:48,

Strengthening the tie of unity, the Qur’an eu logises some of the people of the book thus :
Not all of them are alike, of the people of the book are a
portion that stand (for the right); they rehearse the signs of
God all night long and they prostrate themselves in
adoration (Q3:113).

It will hence, be wrong for anybody or a group of people to claim monopoly of God’s
mercy or deny it to others. Allah’s mercy is guaranteed for anybody who believes in God
and works righteousness irrespective of that persons religious inclination :

Those who believe in the Qur’an and those who follow the

Jewish (scriptures) and the Christians and the Serbians, any who

believe in God and the Last Day and work righteousness, shall

have their reward with their Lord, on them shall be no fear nor

shall they grieve( Q2:62).

This verse gives a clear and explanation of the fact that ones faith in god is his ticket with
which he gets Allah’s reward. Even with some doctrinal differences within different
faiths which are neither trivial nor to be ignored, it would be foolish and
counterproductive to fight or hate one another and when ever there is the need to debate
over differences of belief, highest ethics of civilised debate should be adopted, Allah
advised:

And dispute not with the people of the book except in the

most kindly manner-unless it be those of them who wronged-

but say, we believe in the revelation which has come down to

us and in that which came down to you; our God and your

God is one, and it is to Him we submit (Q29:46).

Islam Preaches against Aggression

Islam respects human dignity and propagates unity and harmony. Albanna asserts
that civil life in Islam is aimed towards peace. Nevertheless, Islam deals with reality and
as long as there are people that follow their own desires and self-interest, there will always
be conflict and war. But if war is for the sake of stopping an aggressor, aiding truth and
achieving justice, then it is a virtue since it encourages goodness and prosperity for the
people. It is a source of evil, social vices and degradation for mankind when it is used as a
tool for the wrong-doer, corruption, transgression and oppression of the weak. Islam came
1o deal with this reality® Albanna’s position is from his understanding of the verse:
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lah those who fight you but do not

| 3 |
Fight in the cause of A loves not transgressors (Q2:190).

transgress limits; for Allah

lhis verse is a condemnation of initiating aggression ?KC;T}LE:- :L;Sbt:a:nchi;j foy
purpose of self defence or other justifiable cause and limit s ( ! HE?::! ed
situation when conflict is already the order :of the day, Qur an-;nls:u o
champion the call for peace through dialogue in many VETSES as Wi e

Qur’anic Motivation to Interfaith Dialogue ] |
The Qur’an encourages that an avenue be created where people of different ),

would come together to discuss issues of common value necessary 1o create a habitab|,
environment for individuals. In the bid to actualise the establlf:hmenl of peace on ear
and among people of diverse faith, the Qur’an encourages dialogue among people o
dilterent faiths through different means such as:

1. Mutual understanding
Allah enjoins an invitation to mutual understanding in numerous verses of the
Qur’an such as:
Say, O people of the book, come to common term as between us
and you, that we worship none but God, that we associate no partner
with Him, that we erect not among ourselves lords and partners
other than God...(Q3:64)

The invitation in this verse is to discussion on issues of common goal among people of
different faiths for the promotion of unity.” The implication of this verse is that all divine

religions teach submission and monotheism even though the approach differs. When ever
a major difference is noticed, the cause will be easily identified,

2. Co-operation and mutual assistance

The Qur’an enjoins that Muslims should co-operate with non-Muslims and render
to them such assistance that will not mean a com k . : -y

; : promise of e in
Islam is absolute and it cuts across the boy T e cl::laﬂ;dm l;ieclng}'T hfg:;‘an
warns; X KRHIERON,

and let not the hatred of some i .
out of the sacred mosque ||=_|.,mi|:|lmplII= % (bace) “h“'f"“ﬂ e
hostility on your part), help one another

piety , but help not one another in sin and

Musharraf *, in his explanation 1o the
activities where Muslims and Christ;
society, these include: ans can work together for the development of the
a. providing spiritual guidance e X
dcvelopingﬁndbmmdmimmms humanities to their creator a7



b. promoting development of moral values in the society

¢ ﬂl}'i‘l’*‘ﬂlﬂg the hlamii}- institution by re-educating the young about the night of
parents and tackling the problem of divorce and domestic violence

: helping i > relief of w ' | leti
d L|I.'rlll'lf in the 1:'.*:*I|Ei of world poverty and developing sustainable societies
particularly in Africa .

raising voice against the neo-

w

colonialism and the war it wages against humanity

3. Freedom of religion

‘ The Qur’an teaclu:_s equal right to the practice of religion and discourages any
attempt to force the practice of religion on an individual or a group. Allah explicitly
mentions that: .

. L’mppulsiun is not in anyway compatible with religion because religion is a matter
of faith which must come frm:n the mind and if it were the will of Allah that evervbody
should be of the same faith, His omnipotence could have made mankind alike just like He
rghtly told His Prophet :

if it had been your lord’s will, they would all have believed-all who

are on earth, will you then compel mankind against their will to
believe? (Q10:99)

The notion of trying to bring a nation under one religion or trying to enforce the law of a
religion on people of other faith is against the teaching of Islam.

In conclusion, even though, Nigeria is considered a multi-faith nation, the fact
still remains that the dominant religions are Islam and Christianity. This two religions
have many things in common and it is a strong submission of this paper that if leaders of
the two religions emphasise on areas of common code in their preaching, peace will
certainly radiate in the society and conflict will be managed.

Recommendations
Having seen inter faith dialogue as a religious duty that needs to be embraced by

all and sundry, it needs to be emphasised that our political leaders must work for the
common good. Where they use religion to score political points or to divide communities,
more bloodshed will follow and this will not help our dear country.

Our religious leaders must also work together to undermine bigotry and
extremism and encourage communities to work together. The truth is. neither
Christianity nor Islam tells its followers to kill or maim each other. Religion has been
hijacked by radicals and so, as religinus leaders we nee»ii to reclaim its integrity and
promote peace and reconciliation. It is not easy and sometimes we may be criticised but
we will continue to call for political and rel:gu:u.us SG[HIID?IS to the real problems and for
our people to have access to the nf:cessilties.nf hfe.‘We will pray for peace and hnpe that
one day Christians and Muslims in  Nigeria can live together side by side conscious of
our comgzrn ;:Jll[li:‘iﬂillfﬂ’ﬂdﬂ“ must address ‘lhr: real issues unfir:rl_'fing the conflict. T“hm:e is
no denying the reality of poverty in Nigeria. Health, education and water supply services
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Abstract ; . L
e “Boko Haram™ trend is one among the burning issues in the contemporary Nigeria, |
15 noteworthy that the idea of “Boko Haram™ among Nigerian Musl Ims was established
sinee the coming of European colonialism in Nigeria. Nigerian Muslims since the outset
were against sending their wards / children to Western oriented schools. The reason was
to prevent their wards from the side-effects of Western civilisation. However, at presen
the concept of “Boke Haram™ has taken other dimension. It has gone beyond ordinary
preventive measure to an ideological sect. Destruction of lives and properties takes place
under the disguise of “Boko Haram”. The raids have drawn strong and widespread
condemnations. Nigerian Muslims continue to condemn it and defend Islam and the
Muslims. Remarkably, the public were made to understand that the members of “Boko
Heretm™ are those who specialised in Arabic and Islamic education. This insinuation
necessitates shedding light on the merits of Arabic and Islamic education in promoting
peace in Nigeria as well as lamenting the existence of the old intrigues. This paper
examines validity or otherwise of hesitation from “Boko” as a preventive measure against
cultural n;:_mltamlmajmn in the present age. The research however suggests “Combine
Balance Education™ based on the principle “Necessity legalises llegalities” as a way out.

Background of the Study

Since early time, the efforts of Nigerian Musl; i |
+ . uslims towards Islamic Education
cannot be qwrcmphas:sr._:d.lﬂeyﬂnq any doubt, Arabic is in many respects the classical
lan puage of Western Africa’. The history of the teaching of Arabic throughout the Islamic
worlds 1as been the history of the spread of Islam. This is why the elementary Arabic

school: in Nigeria were called Quriinic sch
ools, i
simult: neously. Success has been achiey e T2bic and lslam were 5

ed i : : ;
.‘;-i"uﬁ{({rmmm Allo or otherwise known as 'Qtlr;ni:e::; l::f schooling F__md m;r;::e
traditional schools cared_ﬁ:}r Muslims' children as well as lhm ; WE{E esta.bhshed. ith
local language were the instructiona] ¢ adults”. Arabic together W

languages. Mys); '
' . F ; " Ims ’ Ihﬂ"
wards / children according to Islamic tradition of | *ﬂnmir:;er; I;pr;nf::?b!y fl:m:rncllr!l'gmﬂﬁl

. no fea

degencration as a result of foreign civilizar:
“ation or aljen p, in thi i
Orms in this system of education-
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However, with the arrival of the colonialists in Nigeria, things have changed
Since then, the concerned Nig{:fian Muslims have been wun'ying about the fate of their
wards. To Muslims, the British imperialists came in with different evils namely:
Christianity and western-oriented education and culture all of which seem to serve same
christianization objective. Indeed, some Muslim children who attended schools in that age
were christianised and those of them who remained in Islam became corrupt. A Musli
child who was a classmate of this writer at primary level formally named “Tajudeen
Memudu™ has been changed to Christian as a result of attending one Missionary school in
Lagos. The man has spent one year at Zumuratu Al-Adabiyyah Al-Kamaaliyyah, Horin.
These occurrences established the concemn of the early Muslims.

However, in spite of the apparent onslaught on Islam and its culture, western typc
of education remains a “necessary evil”. Hence there is need to look into legalisation of
Boko education within the framework of “Ad-Dariirdtu tubihu Al-Mahzirat” Necessity
legalises Illegalities. This is what this paper studies. After this introduction, it attends to
the justification of concerned Muslims position. In the third part, it studies combination of
Eastern and Western systems of education simultaneously as necessary strategy. The last
part of the paper contains the conclusion and recommendations.

Justification for the Prohibition of Boko type of Education

In reaction to this ugly situation, Muslims abandoned Boko as a preventive
measure against religious and cultural contamination. Some Muslims even went further
and declared that attending formal western schools was prohibited in Shariah. This
resolution was reached on the ground that Boko has left its trail of highly detestable and
corrupt “civilisation™ among the people. Thus, its rejection became compulsory in other to
avoid falling into haram (prohibition).

Pertinently, it is noteworthy that initially it is Boko when it means “Western
Civilisation™ that corrupts one's moral but not Boko as “Western education™ really.
Because there are many who attended Western education and still mu;w_mlclyr fit, altlnpugh
there are very few. However, today, people believe that western education can negatively
affect ideals and morals, and that those who attend western schools are prone to moral
degeneration. Unfortunately, what has been experienced i|_1 the present age f'run1 some
schools’ pupils and students across various levels of :du:_:m on supports this view. As far
as Islam is concerned, if this assumption was well established and proved legally t}'?}"-"l_"d
any doubt, it is valid enough to prohibit western mlm:at:-_:m. since establishing its
prohibition Islamically it shall become hardm upon every M‘“it"“: o

From the forgoing, it is nnht:f:a’hrlc l_hnl. ;l.pplu::mt'.-rn u_l the concept of “Boko
Haram™ i.e. abstinence from western civilisation, among Nigerian _MHSII_HIS IS as old as
Shariah, anything that can tamper with or impinge on one
or all the five cardinal necessities which Islam came to protect Is darar (harmtul). Hence
preventing it is c:wmpulmry"’. The five cardinal nl'..‘CL“S.'iII.IIIJS are religion or faith (dfn), soul
or life (nafy), mental faculties or intellect ( ‘agl), offspring ulr ?r?g%?n_y {:;fﬂ.-’}‘ a:T:: prupu‘t}
(mal)'. Ah}'thing that pmvidcs for or preserves any or all t u.._lm.‘ !un. dr:1_1.:.u.1 a:fm‘tl-:.‘nf
Maslaha (beneficial). In the contrary, nn}lhmg that tampers with, impinges on or inflicts

Islam itself in Nigeria. Under
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) vou who believe! Ward off yourselves and your families against a Fire
(Hell) whose fuel is men and stones, over which are (appointed) angels stern
(and) severe, who disobey not, (from executing) the Commands they receive
from Allah. but do that which they are commanded. [At-Tahrim 66: 6].

vecording to 'Ali (RA) this Quranic verse means: “Teach and train your wards againsi
contaminated culture™, Muslims must carefully guard not only their own conduct, but the
conduct of their families, and of all who are near and dear to them. For the issues are mos!
serious. and the consequences of a failure are most terrible’.

Since the faith, life, reason, property and progeny of Muslim youths are under
serious threat in the western system of education, then its abandonment becomes
absolutely necessary. Yoruba tradition also attests to this established fact in many adages
like: “Is¢ nla ni orin kewu, ijangbon ni ti sukii, ki enu madile ni ti baba alawo™ meaning.
(Arabic poetry is an appreciative work but that of schools is troublesome and rebellious
while Yoruba traditionalist's poem is valueless). (emphasis mine).

Muslims found themselves in a great dilemma between the nineteenth and the
early mun_tin:lh centuries when powerful forces of Church and State combined in an
mﬂ_“i]} | ?HTHTEHID c? i l:ﬁm‘ Muslims rightly sensed the motives of the Christian
11;::-':;::::: 'F::u M:Jc::ﬁ r:greknw;z ﬁ:s‘e:;::-]{y T;prgzg Chrisllian-q:trientfed education for _lhlﬂ'f

s that if their children went to Christian

schools they would return home isti CaE
Bible Knowledge, Christ dhica, Christians. Education in those days tended to mes"
ible ledge, Christian ethics, Christian moral instructi i in theory
and in practice . oy sic: This was true in i
I'1 1853, the Reverend David Hindere's wi
: ere's w : : &
responst _01 Ibadan people to the Western educmin;f:;u::r ;n“trhﬂ:fi & hi: d;??{jﬁ::;:il
does not increase at present, people are afraid 1o send their i ay school: A
make them coward™. In his submission, Babsg Fafunwa com Lo
canine e i o e o 18 €l understod if e
read the New Testamuns Lo Primary schools. Pupils
: 4 y an the C'tmhllm.. e o were taught !.ﬁ
oruba, and to speak some words of English Commandments in
Schools for children, as wel)
v as S -
were founded as a patyrg) mcmp:'n;“n‘::tﬂ;m%:l:;?ﬂ f'urh adults,
unding churches.
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Classes were first held in church buildings and teachers salaries were
paid from church funds, The Muslims parents did not wholly approve

of §u§h “’cﬁltf{: education since in the beginning it was merely n
Christian education in a Christian environment. They were afraid their
children would be converted to Christianity by such an education”,

After the exit of British. the Ch
worked for them in the past
government that favour the Chr

ristian missionary schools had adopted their policies which
and are still working till today through the system of
istians under the disguise of secularism '

Application of “Ad-Darardu tubthu Al-Mahzirae”

_ This Shari‘ah legal principle accepts that necessity should be considered in
Islamic legal system as a legal base to allow a Muslim to engage in what has been

forbidden under normal circumstance. This permission is even applicable in the case of
Usitlu ad-Din (faith). Almighty Allah says:

- g

- bripad P ;"‘ i - {‘, . - Mgt g =
,[]Uﬁ 16 h}.s-,:JL]
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“Anyone who after accepting faith in Allah. utters unbelief, except under compulsion
while his heart remaining firm in faith” [An-Nahl 16: 106]. Another Qurinic verse says:

- "'-"___--"_.f-; Tt - g B P S _-:r
o JBl Ly ppadl 035 6l £l L ke 255 (O
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1173 :25580) 5 055,48

He hath only forbidden you dead meat, and h!md, and the fesh of swine, and that on
which any other name hath been invoked besides that of Fiod_ But |_rg:m is f“"?" by
necessity, without willful disobedience, nor transgressing due limits, then is he
guiltless. For Allah is Oft-Forgiving Most Merciful. [Al-Bagara 2: 173].

Also see Stratu al-Maidah 3: 3, al-"Andm 6: 119 and 1435, an-Nahal 16: 115.

?:;::::E;u;any evidences in the traditions of the Messenger of Allah in this regard.
For instance, it was authentically reported that the verse 106 of Siiratu an-Nahl was
revealed as confirmation to the response of the Messenger of M_Euh (SAW) 1o Ammi_r 1bn
Yasir (RA). When he fell captive under the Makkan pagans, he insulted the personality of
the Messenger lest not doing so lead to his killing. Ammir was worrying about his
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condition and complained. The Messenger advised him that, shall the pagans frus,
intimidate him again, he should repeat the same. This was confirmed by al-Qurap ,
ground of necessity.

Compartmentalisation of Education ) :
Traditionally, Nigerian Muslims could be divided into two groups with regari

compartmentalisation of education. One group subscribe that religious education shoy g

be completely seperated from the secular sciences. In the contrary, others argue thy

secular education should be kept away from religion''. The following Arabic poem
reflects the two schools of thought:

i‘.‘, A5 Y .:_,}__'m 1,_] :_U_i_’i'i 3-5.;:: l-JJJI“ g—!&—.j Lﬁ :J';':' I:‘;I

When we say: there is no wisdom in the Western civilisation,
you claim that without the West we cannot progress.

schools of thought could be proved wrong. The i

products of either system to represent Islam as a comprehensive and integrated vision of

life'. Adetona expresses his regret towards the attitude of the Muslims Organisations
refusal 1o change their focus of their schools for the betterment of the Muslim youths. He
S5aVS,!

Instead, for selfish reasons, they -‘limivvah Schools' proprietors-

adopted the compartmentalization of religious education being

completely divorced from the secular sciences, while the schools

founded by the Muslim groups on the model of the atorn schools

adopted the compartmentalization of secular education being equally

divorced from religi thus : = :
secular method"’, i they sometimes teach religion using

Need for Integration of the Two Systems of Education

It 1s very obvious that, the system of education bequeathed to Nigeria favours the

Chris ians more. It also favours those who atte T
fashic ned along the line of the western schools, :;g wtg::hools founded by Muslims

- . g setracts
the society from recognizing the products of the “ilmiyyah ::;:;]ucaﬂlcd system dis

. Adke thc_ﬁr:trlsh came to Nigeria, the Christian Chy he:. ir attention 1©

education work. Their main objective was Syl urc turned their a ertifg

ammists and Muslims to Chrislianity. Education was ;:'::I I?:"utu ':hT fnrn;t;d The
» wi ings a :

to



British officials, Fafunwa reveals, who were themselves Christians were representing, as
Lord Lugard himself claimed, the most Christian nation in the world. Fafunwa concludes
that, British occupation in Nigeria was therefore synonymous with Christian evangelism,
and the concept of a civilizing mission, A good citizen in Nigeria between 1850-1960
meant one who was African by blood, Christian by religion and British or French in
culture and uuleqllecL All others who were Muslims or animists, were only tolerated or
accommodated . It was those who attended their programmes who easily get jobs under
the government. While the graduates of ‘ilmiyyah or Quranic schools had no future'®. The
story has not changed. Due to this challenging situation, Muslim intellectuals therefore
began to propose reform in the existing system of Arabic and Islamic Education.

: As a result of this indirect religious imposition and frustration, the Muslim
!nn:llcs:‘lu:_als realised the need for the western type of education. The age of
andust‘nallzal:on. scientific and technological advance also emphasised the need. Further,
the_.re Is need for maximum participation of Muslims in the administration of government.
It 1s very necessary to have Muslim lawyers, doctors, engineers and educationists. These
aims must be achieved without changing their religion and culture. Hence, best approach
Il*s to integrate a sound Muslim education with an equally sound education along western

ines.

As late as the 1923, thinking began to change within the ranks of the orthodox

Muslims. A good number of organisations sprang up to develop western-derived
education within a Muslim context. One of the most dynamic and the largest of these
organisations was the Ansar-Ud-Deen society, which was founded in Lagos in 1923.
Similarly, the Nawar-Ud-Deen society, Jamaatul Islamiyyah, Zumratul Islaamiyyah and
other Muslim organisations joined the race. They established both primary and secondary
schools which insist on impacting Arabic and Islamic education as independent subjects.
Ihe environment of the school is kept Islamic so that Muslim children could %ain a
western education without parents being concerned about Christianity proselytising'®.
The positive change continued in Nigeria when in 1954, the government introduced a
scheme by which untrained junior primary teachers attended courses for Arabic Studies.
Between 1954 and 1961, more than two-third of all primary school teachers had received
this training. This enabled them to improve their position and raise their standard of
education'’.

From 1970s, the Muslims thinkers have started to realise that aping the West fully
removes the values of the religion of Islam from all forms of Muslims education. The
alternative, according to them, is Islamisation of education. That means sciences should
be taught to the Muslims but yet they should seek proofs and correlation for what is being
taught from the authentic Islamic sources. In order tﬂl ;;ens:tise the Muslims wummah, the
Western form of education becomes a necessary evil”. Among the efforts towards this
goal was a conference sponsored by the King Abdul-Azeez University which was held in
Saudi Arabia between 31 March and 08 April 1977. The theme was: “Basis for an Islamic
Education System”. It was widely attended by over three hundred and fifty scholars and
stakeholders of varied disciplines across the world. The communiqué of the conference
reads inter alia:
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The existing conditions in present day educational .ins}iluticns iIn most

L.["-'\ g cgunrries do not truly reflect the Islamic ideal, and these
?:;?l::::nns do not play their rightful role in the education of the
younger generation in Islamic faith, thought and conduct. Tlhere exist
at prEsen'f a regrettable dichotomy in f:ctuca::_nn in the Mus im world;
one system namely, religious education being u:l,nmplcl_r:lg,- d!vurccd
from ‘the secular sciences, and secular education bﬂ'".g i_ilvﬂn:ed
completely from religion, although such cnmpartmentalma:mu was
contrary to the true Islamic concept of education and made it
impossible for the products of either sgfstﬂn to represent Islam as a
comprehensive and integrated vision of life ™.

Integration of the two systems of education is preferred on the ground that seeking [,
knowledge has no limitation in Islam. Abu Hurairah (RA) reported that the Messenge; of
Allah (SAW) said: “Wisdom is the believer's desire wherever he finds it he acquires i
However, it is necessary to maintain balance when combining the educations. In this
regard, three ways are suggested.

Suggested Procedures for Integration

As it was discussed earlier, the rationale for avoiding western education is
prevention of the Muslim children from religious and moral degenerations. Now that
Muslims' thinking is moving towards integration of Islamic and western systems of
education, it is very important to note that upholding the standards of Islamic knowledge
must be maintained, This is necessary for Muslims to be able to produce competent
scholars and experts in Islamic legal system, who will be fit to face the contemporary
challenges and needs. The following procedures are suggested.

Standardisation of the existing “ilmiyyah schools is the most important option in
our view. These ‘ilmiyyah schools must set the highest standards to produce experts in
Islamic ficlds. However, positive changes must be applied to their operational manners.
Their curricula must be reshaped to qualify them for higher education both in and outside
Nigeria. This is the only way the products of these schools could be productive and be
gainfully employed. It will also bail them out from engaging in the Jjalb (spiritual
consultancy or traditional healing). Hence, both the ambition of their parents and the hope
of the Muslim Unmmah in Nigeria in them to become great scholars will be realised.

Secondly, establish intensive evening classes for ‘iimi ah schools, i.e. after
schools” hours and weekend classes. Muslims children will at[enﬁ}se‘:ulﬂr gch;\‘ﬂlﬁ in the
morning time where prescribed curricular were studied, At the time. they will
receive formal Islamic education in the extrg classed simy meantime, heir time
been wasted. Many Muslim countries like Saudi -SIm“IIHHEOHSIF without I.M

>audi Arabia have been practising this meth

and it has been working. Muslim communities ; ‘ !
: €5 1n oth > . : ingdor

' | obstacles : : od i

overstrelching of schools' hours, Regrettably, many Mu:ir;&tsi?;:fl 'chw?d“i;s are 215

s # e 2l - - i S :

involved. It has become conventional practice that school opens f; thirty or ¢igh"

o'clock in the morning and close [ate in the evening PTEiss rm't:hs;u%:‘.m:inubl hind®
5 WI 5
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implementation of this method. It is therefore strongly suggested that those SRR PSS
their daily working hours.

. The thlrd_x_:lral::g}f is upgrading quota of Islamic studies both in the public and
Muslim schools. This could be done by increasing hours of Arabic and Islamic studics

periods. More importantly, sound and qualified teachers must be employed while good
instructional materials are also provided.

Intrigues Continues

According to a Yoruba adage: “Bi ina o tan l'aso, ¢je o lee tan l'ekanna”. *Blood
will remain on the finger as long as lice remain in the cloth”. Book Haram as preventive
measure remains relevant in as much the fear of concerned old Muslims exists. Although,
some forms of old dilemmas might have been seem solved, many others might have
replaced them by now. In the present age, occupying large time of pupils with school
works hinders Muslims children from attending Makaratun Allo or Hekewu Wl
organising extra-mural classes outside the school hours and on weekends is another
obstacle. Worse still, the Nigeria New Educational Polity does not include Arabic and
Islamic studies among the prescribed courses for science students. The implication is that,
average Muslim children will not have access to them. Worse further, is the negative
attitude of some Muslim parents towards Arabic and Islamic Studies. On this, Shaykh
Ajongolo lamented saying: “Eni t'o ghorun ta tee raye, so hun l'ota Quriinio tee rawee”.
That is: “One who exchanges Hereafter for this life is exactly the one who exchanges
Qurin for boko™.

Concerning the application of Boko Haram attitudes by some Muslims and
permission of Boko under the Shari‘ah principle of necessity, the contextual meaning of
the following Arabic poem hereunder is very relevant:

Jlal ) ol L 0 kil 15 Sl (sl s

Take little that is beneficial and productive from the Western civilisation,
because much of it strays one from the right path

Conclusion

In this article, attention was paid to the early concept of “Boko Haram" which
means western civilization is prohibited. It was then merely abstinence from involving in
western civilisation as a preventive measure against [Eligiqus and moral corruptions, The
paper has also explained the damage done to Muslim children as a result of attending
Western schools. It is noteworthy that the conspiracy against Islam and Muslims still
continues in different manners. Hence Muslimﬂ‘slmuld remain vigilant of their religion
and children. The paper has suggested that Muslims should attend §e-:ulil:|r m_:hmmls on the
ground of ad-Dariirah due to the dictate nr contemporary age in Nigeria, However,
promotion of Islamic heritage should be the pride of every Muslim.
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