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The journal of the Nigeria Association of Teachers of Arabic and Islamic

Studies, NATAIS, is a reputable academic journal published annually.
An article submitted must conform to the following guidelines:
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The first page should give the title of the paper, (surname last), affiliation

to the institution, Department/Unit, postal address, e-mail address and
phone number.

Page 2 of the paper should start with the title of the paper without the name
of the author(s).

Articles must be typed double-spaced on one side of the paper with a
maximum of (15) fifteen pages of A4 paper.

Each paragraph should be indicated by indention at the beginning of the
first sentence.

Quotations covering three lines or more should be indented at the
beginning of the lines and not at the end.

Notes and references should be marked serially in the body of the paper
and arranged at the end.

Books, articles, websites and interviewees should be indicated as in the
following format:
a. Book
M. O. Opeloye, A Dictionary of Peoples and Places in the Qur'an
(Lagos: West African Book Publishers Lid, 1996), p. 201,
b. Chapters in books
A.K. Hassan, “The Role of Islamic Studies in Poverty Alleviation and
Crime Prevention in Contemporary Nigeria” in M. A. Muhibbu-Din,
Education, Crises in Nigeria: Arabic and Islamic Studies Perspectives
(ljebu-Ode: Nigeria Association of Teachers of Arabic and Islamic
Studies, 1421A.H./2007), pp. 12-18.
¢. Articles in Journals

S.M. Jamiu, “An Overview of Democratic Development in Nigeria and
Islamic Political Ideals™ NATAIS (2002) Vol. 6, No. 2, p. 60.

d. Websites
X. Machicao “The Gender Gap in Education”

http://www.choike.org/nuevo_eng/informes/ 1247 . html (2006) retrieved
on 31st of January, 2008,
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THE ROLE OF MUSLIM WOMAN IN CHILD UPBRINGING
TOWARDS ADDRESSING INSECURITY IN NIGERIA

BELLO-JA'AFAR, HIDAYAH
Department of Islamic Studies, Federal College of Education, Zaria
hbelloja39afar@ yahoo.com: +2348037919170

Abstract

In Islam, the role of a Muslim woman in character formation and moral
development of the younger generation who will be leader of the sociely
cannot be overemphasised. This is for the fact that women have potentials
that can be used in achieving understanding cooperation and peace within
the family, community and nation at large. The family unit is an important
part of a society, hence, its unity, strength, progress, security, peace and
moral uprightness largely depend on the type of women the society has.
Nigeria as a nation is blessed with Muslim women of substance that are
from different background; yet we cannot dispute the fact that the country is
still facing social unrest, insecurity and poverty that are affecting the
expected roles of women in child upbringing. The paper will thus discuss
the role of Muslim women in sound child upbringing, some thieals to
attainment of sound upbringing and way forward. At the end it will
conclude and make some recommendations,

~ Introduction
Islam entrusts woman with noble and significant task of childbearing
and motherhood through which she nurtures, guides and reforms the future
generation of men and women. It is her duty to care for the family and make
the home a place of peace and comfort. True peace can only be achieved
through correct implementation of the Islamic principles contained in the
Qur’an and Sunnah. Allah says that: |
There has come to you from Allah a (new) light and &
perspicuous book, where with Allah guides all who seek
His good pleasure to ways of peace and safety, and leads
them out of darkness, by. His Will unto light, guides them
to a path that is straight. (Qur’an 5:17-18)
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which somebody/something is involved in a situation or in an +m:t|w| y and
the effect that they have on it”. In this context, it means the duties expected
of a Muslim woman in bringing up her child to be good Muslims in the
society. The same Dictionary defines woman “as an adult female human
being”. But en.wikipedia.org/wikifwoman defines woman as an adult, witly
the term girl for female child or adolescent. The term woman is ulso
something used to identify a female human regardless of her age®. While in
this context, it connotes a Muslim mother,

Upbringing is defined in the same Dictionary as “the way in which
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Woman’s Role in Character Formation and Moral Development
Peace in the family is what determines the societal or globul peace.
For peace to be sustained in the family, the Muslim woman who is the
mother should realize her worth and be ready to discharge the duty of child
rearing that is entrusted to her by Allah, by instilling good morals and
attitudes in to her children when they are still young and ready to receive
sound moral and religious training plus good guidance. As carlier
mentioned, this duty must not be underestimated nor neglected, because the
family 1s a microcosm of the society, where proper upbringing of the child
in line with the teachings of the Qur’an and Sunnah will establish peace in
the family, community and the society at large. In addition, it is an
individual obligation (Fard ‘ayn) for a Muslim woman to learn the duties
that she has towards her children such as good moral, religious educution
and proper upbringingﬁ. Therefore, Muslim woman should be properly
educated so that her roles in the upbringing of the child will bring about &
healthier and peaceful family and society. Allah in the holy Qur'in says
that:
O ye who believe! Ward off yourselves and your familics
against a fire (hell) whose fuel is men and stones, over which
are (appointed) angels stern (and) severe, who disobey nol
(from executing) the Commands they receive from Allah, bul
do that which they are commanded. (Qur’an 66:6)

From the above quoted verse of the Qur’an, if a child is not properly
brought up, he/she will be a source of worries and fear in this world and end
up in fire in the next world. Thus, a Muslim woman should know that it is
her utmost responsibility to rear her children morally and religiously, so as
to prevent the worries of this world and that of the next world.

Early Muslim women really understood their responsibilities in
raising and nurturing their children according to the teachings of the Qur’an
and Sunnah. This gave them brilliant records of instilling in their children
noble values: thus, they developed and produced great men in the history ol
Islam. Some examples of such Muslim women are:

Safiyyah bint AbdulMutalib who was the mother of Zubuayr bn
Awwam. Zubayr bn Awwam was one of those given the good tidings ol al-
jannah. While Abdullah al Mundhir and *“Urwah were the sons of Asma’u
bint Abubakar the wife of Zubair bn Awwam. They both attained greal
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The Prophet was

He also said that: _ ;
Each of you is a shepherd and each of you is responsible for

his flock. The leader is a shepherd and responsible for his
flock: a man is a shepherd of his family and is responsible ol
his flock: a woman is the shepherd in the house ol hei
husband and is responsible for her flock; the servant is u
shepherd of his master’s wealth and is responsible for it, each
of you is a shepherd and is responsible for his flock. (Bukhar
and Muslim).

From the hadith, proper upbringing of children is a crucial
rv.;.':sponsibilily entrusted to woman that must be approached earnestly and
sincerely. It makes her put things a right whenever she notices any fault ot
shprl comings in the behaviour of her family members especially the
children, Her refusal to correct such reveals her weakness and lack o
understanding of her religious duties. She should remember that she would
account for how she carried out this responsibility. Allah says:

The believers men and women, are A’ uliya'(helpers,

supporters, Friends, protectors) of one another, they enjoin

Eﬁ:ttrjazlﬂﬂgﬁwj!-ﬁ{a’mf (i.e. Islamic monotheism and ol
one to do) and forbid (people) from Al
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raise her children properly and instil in their hearts the best qualities such as
loving others, upholding ties of kinship, caring for the weak, respecting
elders, having mercy on the younger ones, truthfulness, sincerity, mutual
respect for others ete. To instil in the children these good attitudes, the
mother must be sincere in words and deeds, and uphold good characters thal
are worthy of emulation. Moreover, she must be ready to encourage, advice
and correct them properly so that they would grow up to be open minded,
sincere and be ready to make constructive contribution to the family,
community and society at large. In this way they become source of joy. For
children to be source of joy, their education and proper upbringing must no
be neglected especially during their childhood and adolescent years and they
must be made to know Allah. Allah describes in the Qur'an when He says:

Wealth and children are the adornment of life of this world
(Q18:46)

The Muslim woman is entrusted with this task of upbringing because
she spends most of her time with the children than the father. This makes
her to know much about the children and influences them more than anyone
else. This is the reason why she needs to keep her eyes open in order 10
observe the types of books they read, their hobbies, friends and places they
go at their leisure times. Once she notices any unacceptable behaviour or
habit in them, she hastens to correct the children and encourages them 1o do
the right thing. Through this, she forms their characters in accordance to the
Qur’an and Sunnah; and she prevents or protects them from becoming
source of evil and torment to the family, community and society at large.
Allah says,

And know that your possession and your children are but i
trial and that surely with Allah is a mighty reward. (Q64:15)

In addition, the Prophet explains that the role of character
formation of every child depends on the parents when he says that,
Every child is born into state of fitrah (i.e. true pure natural
state of Islam) its parents later make it into a Jew, Christian or
Magian... (Muslim).

From this hadith, the parents especially the mother are key factor
that influence the fitrah of the child, as su:ch, the responsibility of giving the
child sound Islamic education and proper upbringing is very crucial to



attainment of peace in the home and society at Iurgc: As the l’f{}plmi said,
when a child is born, he is totally ignorant of the outside world. The mothe,
plays an important role in introducing him/her 1o lhe world. .M‘ such, he
habits and characters become a model for the chllq and this eventually
prepares the child for future life endeavours’. For this to be achieved, the
mother should acquire Islamic education because it would help her 1o
discharge her responsibility more efficiently. Mnranvert most ;?f the unres
in our society or country is caused by lack of or insufficient Isigmw
education and proper moral upbringing. Therefore, parents especially
mothers should instil proper Islamic knowledge and Imdn in Ihel_r ch:hlnft:la

from birth. They must be taught to love, fear and trust in Allah sincerely”™

In addition, the children should be taught that each person is responsible for

his own actions and shall surely give account of these actions as contained

in the Qur’an when Allah says:

Every person is a pledge for what he has earned. (Q74:38)

The responsibility of raising children entrusted to woman earns he
honour, care and respect from her children as narrated in a hadith of the
Prophet (s) that;

Once a man went to the Prophet and asked: O messenger ol
Allah, who of all people is most entitled to my kindness and
good company? The prophet answered; your mother, then the
man asked; who comes next? And the Prophet answered; your
mother. Then the man asked again: who comes next? And
again the Prophet answered your mother. The man asked one

more time; who comes next and the Prophet replied your
father. (Bukhari and Muslim)

For the Muslim woman to attain this

honour which th het said she
deserves, she has to discharge her responsi ¢ Prophet sai

nsibility well.

Threats to Proper Moral Upbringing of Children

| Nigeria as a nation where Muslims are the majority is still besicged
with several national issues and security challenges. This is‘becuusc there
are many factors that threaten sound and effective moral upbringing ol
children to be good citizens. Moreover, improper child upbringing 1§
major cause of societal decadence because it leads o ngga[iwf hehaviours 11



children which eventually lead to crimes in the society. Some of such
factors that threaten proper moral upbringing and peaceful co-existence are;
Lack of proper religious knowledge :

Broken home and single parenthood

Communal attitude to child upbringing

Mothers not having time to spend with the children

Peer group

Excessive love and over pampering of children

Influence of foreign media and culture

N O R W

\Lack of Proper Islamic Religious Knowledge: In our society, Muslims
are the majority but most of their children lack adequate knowledge and
correct understanding of Islamic principles and injunctions. This is because
some parents in our society do not lay much emphasis on religious
education instead, they attach much importance to acquisition of secular
knowledge to the extent that the children’s time is being preoccupied with
other things such that there will be little or no time for them to go for
Qur’anic lessons. For example, the child leaves home as early as 7:30am
and will not be back until after asr prayer or later, or they attend Qur’iinic
school once in a while. Thus, the children grow up without being God
conscious and have little or no feelings of accountability. Consequently,
they grow up to be nominal Muslims who are careless about the Islamic
devotional practices, rights of other Muslims and the society at large.
Indeed, once a child lacks religious training from home (il he/she

was not brought up to be conscious Muslim) he/she finds it difficult 10
adhere strictly to the principles and injunctions of Islam. Likewise, it would
be difficult for such a child to uphold peace at home, community and
society because they often develop bad characters, and become a burden on
their parents, family and society at large. In line with the above, most of the
socio-economic, political and religious unrest in our society is caused by
inadequate Tslamic education and improper moral upbringing.
Broken home and single parenthood: Children from this type of family
background are either neglected, treated with hostility or are over pampered.
Thus, it increases street children or area children who have negative
behaviours. Baber and Eccles explains that,

Single mothers may have to over commit themselves 10

the labour market, resulting in negative outcome for

themselves and their children. Specifically the lack of time



that single employed mother have 1o :qu:pd helping thei

child, combined with scarce resources for outside help
) : . ’ - r L H o |I

may negatively affect their child’s school achievement'',

The number of such children is increasing day in day out in our society and
it affects the peaceful environment of the home, community and society g
large.
Most of the children from broken homes or with single parent have
nasty behaviours because they lack good examples or role models o copy.
Thus, bad parenting stem from such family set up. On this Ajidahun asserts
that,
Adolescents in divorced families are more likely than
adolescents from intact homes to have less intimate
relationship with their parents. Sometimes they also drop
out of school because of lack of concentration; they could
become sexually active at an earlier age because there may
not be proper monitoring of their behaviour. Apart from
this, they sometimes take to drugs and associate with anti-
social pl:eers and this may lead to having lower scll
esteem ',

Therefore, Muslim mothers should set good examples for children
to copy; if not, the children will end up becoming source of grief and
worries to the family and the entire society. Abreu also observes that “single
parent homes have illustrated children’s deviant acts are often ignored or not
responded to t;nm:clly"”. Their negative behaviours do have impact on
sumchulher children that have good upbringing within the society. Abreu
cxp]chd further that “A single parent is force to work twice as hard 10
maintain the household causing less time for parenting attention'*”

Eﬂmmu_n :I attitude to child upbringing: this good tradition has changed
ue to either the influence of western civilisation or urbanization. In those

child belongs to everybody; a misbehaving child is. corrected by any
it has become the history of the pas';
hnn.ds of the parents alone and some
8 this role effectively. Hence, mostly
relders in the community because the

the training of the child is left in the
parents are not capable of dischargin
the child grows up without respect fo

8



child has not felt the contribution of the elders towards his/her upbringing.
Thus, they do not hesitate to disturb the peace of their community or harm
the people including their relations, as it is obtainable presently in our
society.

Mothers not having time to spend with their children: In those days,
mothers spent more time with their children in an atmosphere of love, care
and concern and they observe every bit of their characters, But now mosl
mothers do not have enough time to care for their children and this
facilitates the growth of nasty behaviours in them. Now, there is craze for
material gain which affects the mother’s matrimonial responsibilities and
also makes them not to have enough time for good training of their children.
As a result, the children end up receiving their training from house helps or
Day care centres that might be religiously and morally bankrupt. It is a fac
that, there is no house help or Day care centre that can make up for the
absence of a Muslim mother. Barber and Eccles explain that
Lack of time can also affect school achievement direcitly
through its impact on the mother’s ability to adequaicly
supervise and manage her child’s out-of-school activities.
Inadequate after school supervision may increase the
child’s risk for involvement in non productive and perhaps
even deviant activities'.
There are many instances in our society whereby before the children wake
up the mother has gone to work; and in most cases, the children might have
slept before the parents return from work. Barber confirms that
Too much time spent on the job may be negative, but
moderate amount of time may be positive because part-
time employment seems to be related to more positive
child outcome'®.

In such cases, the children with no one to supervise them mighi develop
negative behaviours and exhibit suct? bad habits as dropping out from
school, becoming sexually active earlier than would be otherwise, armed
robbery, militancy, cultism etc. By the time it is noticed, it would be
difficult to make correction. The negative impact would be on the lamily
and the society at large; hence, peaceful living is obstructed.

Peer group: This is also a threat to proper upbringing and peaceful
co-existence because when the child grows older, he/she spends more time

9



with peer group than with the mother. This is why it is important that 3
Muslim mother should observe and monitor who are the friends of the child,
and how and where he /she spends leisure time in order to stop him/her from
joining bad company. If the Muslim mother refuses out of carelessness 1o
take note and make corrections when and where necessary, the child would
be prone to negative effects of bad peer groups. Thus, the child will develop
or end up in negative behaviours such as drug abuse and addiction, sexual
promiscuity, greed, Godlessness, shamelessness, etc that lead to crimes and
breakdown of peace and security in the society. When they grow older, they
become maladjusted, addictive and threats to the society having no respect
for the law and human lives and often instigate the younger ones into
thuggery and all acts that would break down peace and security as it is
obtainable in our present society. Mooney Olives and Smith observe that
Adults who had experienced parental separation in
childhood had a higher probability of problems which
included mental health and well-being, alcohol use, lower
education attainment ard problems with relationship'’.

Excessive love or over pampering of children
Usually, this begins from a very tender age when the mother ignores the
disobedience of young toddler. By the time she would want to correct, then
it would be too late and the child becomes rude and a nuisance to the family
and community. Such child lacks respect for elders and has no concern for
the feelings of other people around him and he hardly hesitate to commit
crimes.
Influence of foreign media and culture: This is another threat which is
imposed through the easy access the child has to internet or satellite. It is a
very common phenomenon in our society; one notices that these foreign
cultures influence the character of the child and at times it is seen as a path
to civilization. Whereas, in most cases it teaches negative behaviours such
as violence, prejudice, lewdness, cultism, sexual activities at very tender
ages, rape etc. Such children always want to practice these bad habits which
lead to crimes and moral decadence, thereby becoming a threat to peace and

security in the society.
The Way Forward

The factors iden_tiﬁi:ad and discussed earlier in this paper constitute
a threat to proper upbringing of the child and a clog to the wheel o



BIREAtIDE peace and security in our country. Therefore, it is necessary 10
identily 'J“_d C%P“dm some possible solutions or ways forward from these
threats. .H 1S (%I':‘-ELWE:I'Ed that all these threats are caused by lack of proper
upbringing ol ‘hF younger ones who are the future generation by some
parents, community members and the society at large.

: A Muﬁhmh woman who is a mother should try to instil in her
cl'!lldrcn her}l qualities and Islamic awareness. She should spend more time
with her children, give them Islamic education, caring and loving them. She
should observe their behaviours; treat them well not being too lenient and
not belqg too harsh. She should not allow materialistic pursuit to hinder her
responsibility of rearing, nurturing and proper training of her children.

In addition, Muslim woman should be a role model by setting forth
good examples so that she becomes a beacon of guidance, positive source of
correction through her words and deeds'®. This is because children derive
many of their ideas on roles and values from those people that they interact
and have close relationship with such as a Muslim mother.

It is equally important that the Muslim mother should monitor the
home environment, the peer environment (the children’s friends and
activities) and the community environment so as to ensure and maintain a
spiritually enriching experiences for the Muslim child'” so that his/her good
foundation is not ruined by peer pressure . Moreover, the Muslim mother
should help her children develop friendship with sincere and righteous
Muslim peers and avoid those ones that are not well mannered or do nol

give much attention to Islamic injunctions and teachings. The Prophet
(SAW) has said in an hadith that;
The analogy of a good companion and a bad companion is
like that of a seller of Musk and the one who blows the
blacksmiths bellows. As for the seller of musk, either he will
grant you some or you buy some from hHim or at least you
enjoy a pleasant smell from him. As for the one who blows
the black smiths bellow, either he will burn your clothes or
you will get offensive smell from him (Bukhari and Muslim).

s hadith, a virtuous friend will confer upon others their
eping company with the wicked prevents one from
d manners and righteous actions. Therefore, it is
Idren to have good company or friends.

From thi
virtuous ways; while ke
gaining knowledge, good ma
very important 1o teach the chi



Upon all, the Muslim child should be given proper and adequate
Islamic education. This is for the fact that any heart that lucks God'y
consciousness would not have internal peace, and once there is no internaj
peace, external peace can never be attained. Thus, the peace in the family,
community and society would be at stake. Moreover, most of the violence,
unrest and security problems in our society today are caused by lack of or
inadequate Islamic religious education and improper moral upbringing of
the children.

For peace to reign in our homes and society, the Muslim child mus
be given adequate Islamic education because it trains emotional and
intellectual capacity and stipulates for man a life style that is God conscious,
good and free from all sorts of evil and as well protects and safeguards the
rights of others™. Therefore, if every Muslim woman trains her children 1o

be good within and outside the family, then the society will be peaceful and
secured.

Recommendation

The following recommendations are suggested to ensure the
attainment of proper upbringing of the child which would lead to peace and
security in our society.,

I. Muslim woman should have Islamic knowledge and serve as rolc
model to her children in both words and deeds, because mother's
rightgnusness benefits the child and her misconducts contaminates i,
Muslim mothers should give their children good education and
S 2 them the fear of Allah, proper social moral
) religious and civic responsibilities that will make

en and women i e :
for the betterment of hum:mitg\;.mﬂI B T 0o Al and
Musi?m children should be guided to have good mannered friends
4. Muslim schq!ars too should educate the Muslims in general as

;:lg;:;-nrd:s til'tu:.s!rt:]p?rtance of good moral upbringing of the child in

5 et ative to e and. security of the society.

¢ upbringing of the Muslim child should not be left in the hands ol
hf“-l'ﬁ of the community should assist 11!
hild good training,
should assist b
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correcting and giving the ¢
6. The government too
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_ Abstract
Memorization is one of the methods through which the Qur'an was
preserved by the first generation of Muslims. The Prophet (s.a.w) and many
of his companions were Qur’anic memorizers. Following the example of the
Prophet (s.a.w) and his companions, Muslims in all ages have therefore also
seen memorization of the Qur’an as a duty they owe the Qur’an. The
National Qur’an Recitation Competition introduced in Nigeria by the Center
for Islamic Studies, Usmanu danfodiyo University in 1986 and the various
International competitions organized by Saudi-Arabia and other Muslim
countries have helped a great deal in producing memorizers and preservers
of the Qur’an. In Lagos State, many Muslim youths are, nowadays, showing
unprecedented interest in proper recitation of the Qur'an and its
memorization. It is amazing to see among them those who have, like their
counterparts in Northern Nigeria, committed the whole of the Qur’an 1o
memory while many others have memorized sizeable portion of it. It is also
a thing of joy that Qur’anic memnrizalins}n centers are now spn’nging up.
This paper does a siluatinnall ap_prmsal of Qur’anic learning and
memorization in Lagos State highhght.mg Ithe challenges and prospects. The
appraisal also covers Qur’an competition m_the StaFe. The paper concludes
that, in view of the recent improvements noticeable in Qur’anic learning and
memorization in Lagos State occasioned by the increase in the number ol
Qur’anic centers, there is abundant prospect for Qur’anic memorization in

the State. yis o
Keywords: Qur’anic memorization, Qur’an Competition, Tajwid, Tahfidh.

*Dr. Shaykh Lugman J imoh is the Lagos State Co-ordinator for Qur'an Recitation
Cmﬁpetitinn and the Secretary, Board of Trustees for NACOMYO Center for
Qur'an Memorization and Competitions in Lagos State.
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Introduction

The Qur'an is the Book of Allah revealed to Prophet Muhammad
(s.a.w) for the guidance of mankind generally and_ Mus_hmf. i particular.
Learning the reading of the Qur'an in the language in u:*h:tjh it was revealed
and with the rules governing its reading known as Tajwid 1s a '_J"I}' onevery
Muslim. Apart from proper reading of the Quran, Muslims are also
encouraged to commit the Qur’an to memory as a way of preserving il.

Not only that Islam predates Christianity in Lagos, majonty ol
Lagosians are Muslims. There are also mosques scattered in every nook and
cranny of Lagos where Qur’anic classes are organized for Muslim children.
Indeed, in the heart of Lagos, there is a mosque known as Alalukurani
Mosque (Qur'aniyyun Mosque). To also show the commitment of the
people of Lagos to Qur'an, the Epe people of Lagos usually lay claim to
being the custodians of Qur’an.

This paper appraises the situation of Qur’anic leamning and
memorization in Lagos State with special attention on the influence of the
National Qur’anic Recitation Competition introduced in 1986 by the Center
for Islamic Studies, Usmanu Danfodiyo University, Sokoto.

Qur’anic Learning in Lagos State

Almost every Mosque in Lagos has a Qur’anic school commonly
called ile-kewu with Qur’anic teachers taking Muslim children through the
reading of Qur’anic text. The teacher is commonly referred to as Aafa. In
the past, the Aafa used to teach the pupils by copying the Qur'anic letiers on
their wooden slates while they were made to read chorally. It should be
mentioned that the Aafas were greatly influenced by their Hausa mentors.
This is informed by the way Qur’anic letters were taught to the pupils using
the Hausa medium. For example, simply because the shape of letter ba', fa’
and tha' resembles that of a bow, which is called goje in the Haust
language, they were read as ba’ goje, ta’ goje and tha'goje respectively.
Likewise, letter kha' (£) was read as ha' mai ruwa (ha' with walter) because
it has a dot on top in order to differentiate between it and letter Ha' (z) that
has no dot. Also, for the purpose of differentiation, ha' (z) 18 read as ha'
keremi (lit. small ha') while ha' (¢) is read as ha' baba (lit. big ha'y°,

After mastering the Qur'anic letters and the various vowels and
other signs, the pupil would be introduced to spelling and reading ol
Qur’anic chapters starung with Surati’l- Fatihah and then the last ten suwar
in ascending order (1. from Nas to Fil). When the Aafa was satisficd that a
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E‘:P;l(:;*:j :;ﬁ:::ll:ﬁn L f:; i{;ﬂllmg and reading of a particular surah, only then

_ r 1o wash off the surah from the slate and another
,-:'ura."fr would be written. This continued until the pupil would reach Suraru
[- flf when he would be introduced to a pamphlet popularly referred to as
Qa uhrhi containing the rudiments of Qur'anic reading and the 30" juz’ of
the Quran. Also at this stage, before the pupil could proceed, he would
bring cooked beans 1o the ile-kewu as feast. When he got to Suratu 'I- ‘A'la,
a hen would be slaughtered and brought to the ile-kewn with rice as feast 10
celebrate the achievement. When he reached Surar Yasin, a goat would be
slaughtered for feast while finally when he got to Suratu 'I- Bagarah, a ram
would be slaughtered and the grand-feast called walimatu 'I- Qur'an would
be thrown”. All these are to mark the achievements and to further encourage
the pupil and his / her other colleagues.

However, with the passage of time, the use of wooden slate for the
elementary pupils gave for chalkboard probably due to the influence of the
standard “ilmivyah schools that were using chalkboard as some of the Aafay
teaching in the Qur’'anic schools were students of the “ilmivvah schools.
About the same time that the use of wooden slate was phased out, the min
feasts too became obsolete leaving only the grand-feast (walimatu ‘l-
Qur’an).

On the method adopted by the Aafas in teaching Qur'an to Muslim
children in the ile-kewun, the initial emphasis is more on how to read the
Qur’anic text. It has to be mentioned here that at this level and also prior 10
1986 when the National Qur'anic Recitation Competition was introduced,
the reading was purely done without any consideration for the rules of
Tajwid.

‘an Compeltitions in Lagos State
y a“I'i‘hu: m?i;in of Qur'an competition in Lagos State could be traced to

the Muslim Students’ Society of Nigcria_ which has Qur'an cumpcm‘i‘nn s
one the prominent competitions during 1ts annual program tagged “MSS
week’’. It should however be mﬁnlmnu_:l rthal the competition used to be
Qur'an Reading Competition ':.vilh pgﬂwmmta ‘readmg t'rum‘lhc mashaf
using the indigenous Qur'anic intonations and without emphasis on proper

1 " T m!gs_ BN
uppllcal_}{:; l:i:?lﬂ mid-1980 witnessed proliferation of Islamic societies

and organizations in Lagos State. These Islamic socicties and organizations
diisin ;E their anniversary celebrations also featured Qur'an competition.
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Since the period coincided with intmducli?ﬂ of the National Qurap
Recitation Competition, mosl of the Quran f:ﬂ‘mp.emmns organize(
afterwards in Lagos State by the Muslim Students’ Society ol Nigeria ang
other Islamic Societies and Organizations becamc E-"ﬂﬂl"}’ f“ﬂ uenced b_}* the
standard handed down by the National Qur’an Rccrllaimn Competition,
Proper recitation form memory using the Arab intonation gradually became
the order of the day.

Raji, in a Master Dissertation gubmiltcd to Ehﬂ Dﬂpﬂﬂmﬂﬂl_ ol
Religions, Lagos State University has done an apprars&}l of the various
Qur’an recitation competitions in Lagos state. The work gives the names of
the major organizers of Qur'an competitions in Lagos State, the various
categories and stages of the competitions, the criteria for appointing judges,
sponsorship and presentation of prizes’.

Of all the various Qur’an Competitions being organized in the State
however, the most consistent and prominent is that of Lagos State Chapte
of the National Council for Muslim Youth Organizations (NACOMYO).
That is because the participants who emerge as winners in the competition
represent Lagos State in the annual National Qur’an Recitation Competition.

Tahfidh Schools in Lagos State

Prior to the introduction of the National Qur’an Recitation
Competition, serial memorization of the whole Qur’an was not known to the
Yoruba Muslims of Lagos State. We are therefore not aware of any Yoruba
Muslim Lagosian who could be called a hafidh. Such a feat was only
common among the Hausa settlers found in places like Idi-Araba, Alaba,
Obalende, Agege and Mile 12 areas of Lagos.

However, few years after the introduction of the National Qur’an
Recitation Competition, some ile-kewu in-Lagos introduced Tajwid learning
as well as Tahfidh (memorization) program. One of the first set of ile-kewi
that introduced Tajwid and Tahfidh program in Lagos was Madrasat Junud
Dimnil Islamiyyah in Mushin Area of Lagos. Indeed, most of the Lagos
State participants for the National Qur'an RECitﬂliDItl Competition were
afterwards drawn from this school. It is interesting to r;nt:: that .lhc firs!
pur’lmlp:?nt i prize for Lagos State was a student from this school’.
gt Udﬂ}“'m Lh'rlgﬂs State, there are many Tahfidh centers where Muslin

Iren are taught T.hf: reading and memorization of the Qur'an wilh full
application of Tajwid. While some of them - o SOIME
others have daily evening or night cla run week-end program, SO

sses. While many of the centers 4
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o B e ational Qur an Remmtm_n Competition, there

8 y some prominent Muslims who themselves
may not be dﬂ!it:t_*jbcd. as Qur'aniyyun but lovers of the Qur’an. A prominent
Qur umc‘ccp[cr in this category is Abdul Lateef Center for Islamic Studies
and Qur'anic Memorization. The school was established by a one time
member of the Lagos State House of Assembly and the Chief Imam of the
House mosque, Honorable Abdul Hakeem Abdul Lateef. Dr. Tajudeen
Yusuf, a lecturer of Acturial Science and Insurance at the University ol
Lagos and Lagos State representative at the 2™ and 3™ editions of the
National Qur’anic Recitation Competition held in 1987 and1988
respectively in Maiduguri and Kano is the school’s Governing Council
Chairman. The school which took off in 2011 now has over 150 students
and has produced fifteen huffadh. The school has eleven tutors who are all
huffadh drawn from the Northern part of the country while some others are
graduates from Arab-land’.

A list of some other prominent Qur’anic centers in Lagos State thal
have Tahfidh program and their locations is contained in a Master
Dissertation submitted to the Department of Religions, Lagos State
University by one Ismail Adewale Bello. The work looks at the structure of
the schools’ Tahfidh programs, their challenges and achievements’.

Lagos State Participation in the National Qur'an Recitation
Competition

When the National Qur’an Recitation Competition was firsl
introduced in Nigeria by the Center for Islamic S_tudi:s. Usmanu danfodiyo
University and the maiden edition was hosted in 1986 in Sokoto, Lagos
State was not represented. The first lirpe tha}l ’Luglns State y:}uk part in the
competition was in 1987 in Maiduguri participating only in ltlm fifth and
sixth categories. As al that time, the participanis were j:li..lﬂd]}lﬂkﬂtt They
were not selected based on proper conduct of the competition at Locul and
state Government levels as required :D}’ the Nut‘muul organizing body. ’rhu
reason Lagos State Was able to participate only in lht:, two lowest cate gories
was because serial memorization of the whole QLE!' an was not a tradition
among the Muslims of Lagos State. Prior to the time the National Qur’an
Recitation Competition Was introduced, the Muslims of Lagos State were
only used to memorizing few chapters and verses that they would use in
their daily salat while the scholars and students who attended standard



“ilmiyyah schools among them memorized in addition Qur’anic Chapters
and verses that could be used during preaching sessions. Indeed, apart from
the Hausa settlers in Lagos State, the only [agosian acknowl_cdgc as an
expert in Qur’an recitation and memorizer of sizeable portion of the Qur’an
is Shaykh Afeez Abou who was one of the first set of panel of judges of the
National Qur’an Recitation Cnmpeiitiong+ _

By 1990, when some Qur’anic schools in Lagos introduced the
teaching and learning of Tajwid as well as Qur’anic memorization, the
State’s participation at the National Qur’anic Recitation Competition
improved. Even though the State’s participation was still at the lower levels,
the quality of the participants’ recitation improved tremendously. To lurther
create awareness among the people of Lagos about proper recitation of the
Qur’an with application of Tajwid as well as its memorization, the National
Council for Muslim Youth Organizations (NACOMYO) which is the body
championing the cause of the competition in the State requested for hosting
right following which the 7" National Qur’an Recitation Competition was
held in Lagos in 1992. After the competition, the State decided to register its
displeasure with the Center for Islamic Studies, Usmanu danfodiyo
University, Sokoto for giving the hosting right to Islamic Education Trusl
(IET) instead of NACOMYO which requested for the hosting right. The
State therefore boycotted the national competition and did not return back to
it till 1998 when it was held in Adamawa Sate. Since its return to date,
Lagos State has been featuring prominently.

Challenges Facing Qur’anic Learning and Memorization in Lagos State
i. Western Education- Islam and the Nigerian Muslims have faced series ol
challenges from Western Education right from the very first time it was
introduced into the Nigerian soil. Such challenges include forcibly changing
of Muslims into Christianity and changing of their names and identity
before they could acquire the Western Education. The challenge faced by
Qur’anic learning and memorization in its own case was that of rin:lim:uiini:
and castigation. Many derogatory appellations and qualifications were ased
for both the teachers and learners of the Qur'an purposely to discourage
them. Some popular Yoruba sayings meant to discourage learners of the
Qur’an include: “Ole baa ti, O gba ile-kewu lo” meaning (When the lazy
could not make ends meet, he ended up in Qur'anic school) and **Ole n tele
Aafa’” meaning (The lazy are the ones following Muslim clerics). The
castigation was such that even the flowing gown worn by the Qur'anic



leurpf:'rs and teachers are referred to by the Yoruba people as “*Ole n tele
Aaja . Though the situation has changed tremendously from what it used to
be e thl‘“- past, yet the introduction of Western Education still takes its toll on
Qur’anic learning among Muslims not only in Lagos State but in Yoruba-
land generally. Before the coming of the colonialists and introduction ol
Western Education, Muslim children attended only Qur’anic classes where
they learnt and also memorized the Qur’an. Even after the introduction ol
the Western Education in Lagos State, some Muslim parents still preferred
that their wards attend Qur’anic classes instead while some others would
allow their wards to acquire Western Education only after they had mastered
the reading of the Qur’an and memorized sizeable portion of it. While it is a
plus that today Qur'anic learning and memorization is fast gaining
momentum among Muslim youths in Lagos State, the challenge of spending
more hours in Western Education schools greatly hamper their progress m
this regard. Many who ordinarily should have completed the memorization
could not because the time available to attend Qur’anic class is few hours in
the evening or some hours during weekends. Also, before many of them
could complete the memorization, they would have gained admission 1nto
higher institutions of learning while the rigor of academics would not allow
for revision of the memorized portion talk-less of memorizing new portions,
i Traditional ‘Ilmiyyah Schools- There are in Lagos State many
traditional “Ilmiyyah Schools where Muslim youths acquire Arabic and
Islamic Education. Prominent among such schools in Lagos statc arc
Markaz in Agege, Daru Da“wah in Isolo and Zumrah in Orile to mention
but few. These schools all have Tajwid as a course in their curriculum but
proper teaching of Tajwid and practical application of its rules are not at all
encouraged. The handlers of Tajwid in the schools are not experts.
Preference is given to the local intonations which disregard the application
of Tajwid . It seems the general erroncous belief among teachers and
students of these “ilmiyyah schools is either that the application of Tajwid is
not at all possible when reading in the lm:al‘ intonations or that the
application will have negative cffectg on the sunmﬁt}' of the local intonations
being used. There is also no CONSCIOUS efforts in the school to produced
huffaz (memorizers of the Qur'an) as students are only encouraged to
memorize Qur’anic portions that would be I.J,St?ful during waasi sessions.
iii. Salafi Dimension- Some Muslim youths in Lagf:}s State clai1n1 o belong
to the salafi groups. The claim of the salafi groups is that they follow in the
footstep of the Salafu '¢.Salih (the venerable predecessors) that is the



immediate companions of the Prophet who in:r:d and witnessed his (I]Cl.-?dh,
These groups lay claim to orthodoxy which refers to the slulc‘ of hu]d;..,g or
practising a belief which has bases in the Qur’an and or finds supports in the
authentic Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad (s.a.W) and the foot-steps of the
Salaf. The 'Ahlus-Sunnah are also referred to as Sﬂfﬂﬁ_;:'ym:. Scholars such
as Ibn Hazm, Ibn Jawzi, Ibn Taymiyyah, As-suyuti are examples of
Safaﬁ}jrunm.

There are some among the Muslim youths in Lagos State who before
joining the salafi groups used to attend Qur’anic memorization classes and
participated in Qur’anic competitions both at the State and National level,
They however, after joining the groups, do not attend memorization classes
again but instead resort to self study on the pretext that their teachers are nol
salafiyyun and that they condone unorthodoxy practices which according to
them also include organization and participation in Qur’anic competitions.
This development has greatly affected the progress of Qur'anic
memorization and competition in Lagos State as many of them who should
have completed the memorization are not making steady progress because
of their non- attendance of Qur’anic memorization classes and Qur anic
competition,

iv. Government Attitude- Though Lagos State does not have a Ministry ol
Religious Affairs as is the case with the States in the northern part of the
country, there is however the Home Affairs Ministry. It is this Ministry thal
takes pilgrims to “Umrah and Hajj every year- an indica‘'ion that the
Ministry is in charge of religious matters. It is however sad that all efforts
made by the Lagos State Chapter of National Council for Muslim Youth
Organizations- the main body that champions the course of Qur'unic
competitions in Lagos State- to get the supports of the State Governmenl
has not yielded the desired results. Letters are written every year to solicil
SUPPoﬂfS‘fmm _lhE State Government before attending the annual National
competition with no positive results. After the competition, governmen!
Youth Organizations in honor of th A4 : S e o Ml
Orgatizution ety Gkl bich 1 ¢ returning Lagos State dclc_:guie. All the
- : : puon ceremony from those in attendance
are unfulfilled promises. Our argument is if youths who participate in
sporting activities get government’s supports, the s: g P + chould be
extended to Muslim youths in the St B BT bh”."

tate who spend their precious time 9
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cﬂmmlil the Qur’an to memory and do the State proud by winning laurels at
the National competition.

v. Parents’ Attitude- Some Muslim parents in Lagos State due to their low

level of awareness do not encourage their children and wards (o attend
Qur'anic classes. They pay more attention to Western Education and give
little attention to Qur’anic Education, In the past, Muslim children used to
attend Qur’anic classes in the evening when they came back from school.
Nowadays, Whilh the introduction of after-school-lesson in schools and
home-lesson in the evening, the situation has changed. Most Qur'anic
classes in Lagos State now take place only during weekends. This, in our
view is another reason why the number of Qur’anic memorizers in the State
is low. It will be noted that ever since Lagos Stale joined the National
Qur’an Recitation Competition in 1987 till date, it has not being able to field
participants in all the categories. Out of the twelve categones, the highest
the state has fielded is eight participants with some of them being Hausa
settlers in Lagos State.
vi. Attitude of Well-to-do Muslims -Lagos is one of the States in Nigeri
blessed with many well-to-do Muslims. These set of Muslims, by virtue ol
the abundance wealth at their disposal, are expected to support the course ol
Islam generally and that of the Qur’an in particular. They could set up
Qur’anic memorization centers and give financial supports to aid Qur'anic
memorization programs in the State such as sponsoring both the preliminary
and finals of the State Qur’an competition and camping of the participants
for the National edition. We however wish to state that except for very few
whose supports NACOMYO Center for Qur’anic Memonzation and
Competition in Lagos State enjoys, many well to do Muslims irs1 ILa gos State
do not support the course of Qur’anic mcmurizlatinn in the State
vii. Cheap Rewards- Series of programs that involve mad_ing of the Qur’an
and attracting huge cash and material rewards are organized especially in
the month of Ramadan in Lagos State by different religious, social and
media outfits. While the effort of these outfits may be seen as promoting
and advancing the course of Qur’an, it is, in our opinion, one of the factors
responsible for the poor attitude of Muslims in Lagos State to Qurianic
memorization and proper recitation Wil?l _lhf: ml‘es of Tajwid. While we are
not against gifts being given (0 the participants in su_ct} program, some gifts
should be commensurate with the efforts of the participants. But a situation
where a participant 18 asked to recite a short surah of the Qur'an and
handsome gifts the kind that is not given to those who attend rigorous
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Qur’an competitions are given out fs highly condemnable. Tif"l“ IS becuysg,
the huge prizes given to the participants would create false Impression j,
their minds that they are excellent even when lht:_}“ are grossly deficien i
the application of the rules of Tajwid and memorization of lheme"un_ A
apt example is a phone-in program on NTA Channel 10, Luglt_:ns In the nig,
of Ramadan tagged: Edide e mu saari je anchored by A]hﬂjlrﬁhdlﬂ Ruz:
Aremu Gawat. There were instances when participants were given hajj s),
and or plots of land at Lekki where a plot of land goes for m:]linﬂs of Nai
just for being able to answer some questions on Islam and for being ubje |
recite short Qur’anic suwar like suratu’ [- Qadr, Kawthar etc. wih,
proper application of the rules of Tajwid. Similarly, Versatile Mc(
Consult based in Oshodi area of Lagos is proposing a Qur'an recitati
competition involving the recitation of the last two juz (i.e Suratu 'l- M,
to Nas) for children between age three and fifteen. Information on the flye
indicates that winners of the first, second and third positions will go hom
with cash prizes of two million, one million and Five hundred Thousun.|
Naira respectively.

The above challenges are the reason Lagos State cannot, up till now,
feature participants for all the categories at the National Qur’an Recitation
Competition. For Lagos State therefore to produce many huffadh who will
not only represent the State at the National Qur’an Recitation Competition
but also take up the mantle of imamship in the State in the nearest future.
the attitude of parents to Qur’anic learning and memorization would have 1o
change positively. Well-to-do Muslim Lagosians and Governmant too will
have to support and encourage Lagos State youths who devote time 10
merporizing the Qur‘an and represent the state at the National Qur’an
R’Eﬂi-:ilfillﬂﬁ Competition. Traditional "Hmr}}vah schools too should employ
Tﬂ;w:d‘experts b te_a":h lh% course and its application should be encouraged
even with the local intonations. Traditional “ilmivyah schools should equally

‘ | tire Qur'an by their students who by
virtue c_:f the edlru_:auunrt‘hey are acquiring should find the Qur'an casier W
o, de]t'.ﬂf"a] ilmiyyah schools in Lagos State may also organize
Qurianc competition among themselves. The number of Quranic
memonzation centers in Lagos State js st : > 1S

stil] ate; there B
therefore the need to estab e i

lish more Qur’ani ik )
i : ks S NIC memorization centers that Wi
satisfy the yeamings and aspirations of would-be huffadh
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Pms;wc!s of Qur’anic Learning and Memorization in Lagos State
,1 hg uh‘,w“ challenges confronting  Qur’anic learning  and
memonzation in - Lagos  State notwithstanding, the progress and
achu:w:mcm being recorded some of which are discussed hereunder show
that there is prospect for Qur’anic learning and memorization in Lagos
State. Ir! ic past, before the introduction of the National Qur’an Recitation
Corni;:euthn, memorization of the entire Qur’an was not a feat that any
Musilm Di‘ Lagos origin could boast of. What was in vogue then was
etonzauon of some short suwar, especially the last ten suwar of the
Qur’an by pupils who attended Qur’anic schools in mosques while in the
case of those who attended the Standard ‘ilmiyyah schools, they were made
to memorize, in addition to the short suwar, verses of the Qur’an that could
be used during waasi sessions. Also during the period, Qur’an competition
was not a common thing; the only organization that used to organize Qur’an
competition was the Muslim Students’ Society of Nigeria. It should
however be noted the Qur’anic competition being featured by the Muslim
Students’ Society of Nigeria, as stated earlier. was without emphasis on
memorization and proper application of Tajwid rules. Participants used to
read from the mashaf using the indigenous Qur’anic intonations. However
with the introduction of the National Qur’an Recitation Competition and
Lagos State’s participation, reading from the mashaf during compelition
gradually gave way to recitation of memorized portions; and today in Lagos
State, reading from the mashaf during completion has become a thing of the
past except for Tanghim.'

In a like manner, emphasis is now placed on application of Tajwi
rules during Qur’an recitation competitions in Lagos State while the Arab
intonation has also gradually replaced the Indigenous ones because of its
flexibility for application of Tajwid rules. . A

Another area that raises hope of prospect for Qur an memorization in
Lagos State is the establishment uf_ Qur‘amlc cleniers Enrllffe learning of
Qur'an and its memorization wit,l? full upp:hculmnr ul‘_ Tajwid. DFICOIITEE‘,
before the year 1986 when the National Q!.Ir an Recitation Cpmpc{:lmn wis
introduced, there were Qur'anic centers in most mosques in Lagos State
where Muslim children were lﬂugl?t lhc: reudmg of the Q_ur an; bu_l there
were no centers for the learning of Qur'an and its memorization wn;h' full
application of Tajwid. It was not until idmund 1990 that some Qur anic
centers in some mosques in Lagos State introduced the learning of I.:m_wn’

rules and memorization of the Qurian. It would be noted that the few
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participants who représemed inc otaic VeIt 1 S0 I T S e Ul
Tajwid rules.

The role being played by the National Council for Muslim You,
Organizations, Lagos State Chapter also gives hope of prospect for Qur'anic
learning and memorization in Lagos State. Right from the inception of the
National Qur’an Recitation Competition in 1986 till date, the organization
has saddled itself with the responsibility of organizing the local Governmen
and State editions of the competition as well as camping the winners before
taking them to wherever the National edition is taking place. To further
enhance its activities in this regard, the organization in 2009 inaugurated
NACOMYO Center for Qur’anic Memorization and Competition in Lagos
State. The Center has a one-time national judge, Sheikh Hafiz Abou as the
chairman of its Board of Trustees. Apart from organization of the local
Government and State Qur'an competitions and preparation of the State’s
participants for the National competition, the Center also has as part of its
aims and objectives, coordination of Qur'anic memorization Centers and
Qur’anic competitions in Lagos State.

Conclusion

We have, in the foregoing, done a situational appraisal of Qurunic
learning and its memorization in Lagos State. The appraisal also covers
Qur’an competition in the State. It is discovered that the introduction of the
National Qur'an Recitation Competition has greatly enhanced Qur’anic
learning and its memorization while it has equally helped tremendously in
improving the quality of teaching and learning of Tajwid in Lagos State.

With these developments, Lagos State, which some years back
managed to present few participants who could recite Qur’an from memory
and with Tajwid at the lower levels of the National Qur’an Recitation
Competition, is now able to feature participants at the higher levels. Also,
since the year 2000 when the national competition was held in Kwara State,
Lagos State has joined the league of laurel winning states by winning at the
lower level of the competition. It is hoped that if the various challenges
facing Qur’anic learning and memorization in Lagos State- some of which
are raised in this paper- are adequately addressed and the recommendations
given above also come to fruition, more huffadh who are able to recite the
Qur’an with applied Tajwid would emerge in the State.
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