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PraiseandthanksbetoAllah,ourLordandCherisher,formakingitpossibletoconvene
thismeetingnowandhere.Thechallengesweredauntingbut,Al-Ḥamduli’l-Lāh,theydid
notdeterourcoming.Thecircumstancesthatconspiredagainstthisauspiciousoccasion
includethegeographicallocationofthisbeautifulpartofNigeriafallingclosetothe
Nigerian borderwith Cameroun,thecurrentseason occasioning continualdownpour
acrossthenationandtheprotractedstandoffbetweentheGovernmentandtheAcademic
StaffUnionofNigerianUniversities(ASUU)asaresultofwhichmanyofourmembersare
nowcompletelyoutofpockets,havingnotbeenpaidtheirsalariesforseveralmonths.All
theseareinadditiontotheacutesecuritychallengesinthecountry.Someofourmembers
arenotherealsobecauseoftheirhealthconditions.WeferventlypraytoAllahtogrant
them speedyrecoveryandendowallofuswithsoundhealththroughoutourlife.

ThismeetinginAdamawaissignificantinmanyrespects.Anattemptwasmadeabout
twentythreeyearsago,towit1989,toholdanationalconferenceherebutitwasaborted
afterthearrivalofparticipantsbythethenMilitaryGovernor,DavidJonahJang,allegedly
owingtosecurityreasons.HelaterbecamethePlateauStateGovernor,fortwoterms,and,
later,SenatoroftheFederalRepublicofNigeria.Moreimportantly,thisistheseasonof
Mawlidu’n-Nabiyy(SAW)whichiscelebratedwithpompandpageantryhere.Aneffortto
reschedulethemeetingcametoo late.Ithereforewishto appealto ourhostsand
appreciatetheirunderstandingandsacrificesforaccordingusthishospitalityandgrand
reception.Icommendthecommitmentandcourageofallmembersalloverthecountry
whoareheredespiteallodds.MayAllahgrantallofusjourneymerciesbackhome.Ifwe
havenotcomehere,wewouldnotappreciatewhatourdistinguishedChairmanand
members in Adamawa State go through each time they attend nationalmeetings,
conferencesandotherprogrammes.

SomeeventshavetakenplacesinceourmeetinginOsogbo,OsunState.Theyincludethe

following:

1.GubernatorialElectioninOsunState:ThankstoAllahthattheGovernorshipelection
inOsunwaspeaceful.Unfortunately,ourBrother,Gov.IsiakaOyetolalostthe
election.Withthat,thewholeofSouthWesthasnoMuslim asGovernoratpresent.
However,itisourferventhopethatsomeofthosetobeelectednextyearwillbe
Muslims.WesympathisewithGovernorOyetolawho assistedagreatdealto
facilitatehostingourlastmeeting.MayAllahrewardandgranthim manymore
opportunitiestoserveinfuture.

2.NBAISBill:ThisAssociationwasablyrepresentedattheinteractivesessionin
supportofthebilltoformallyestablishtheNationalBoardforArabicandIslamic
StudieswhichtookplaceintheFederalMinistryofEducation,Abuja,onSeptember
4,2022.WehavealsorespondedtotheinvitationoftheHouseofRepresentatives
CommitteeonBasicEducationandServicestocommentandexpressourfeelings



onthedraftBill.IappreciatetheVice-President,Dr.AbubakarKawu,and the
AssistantSecretary(Publicity)Mal.UmarRufai,fortheireffortsinthisregard.

3.InvitationtoMaiduguri2022Conference:Ittooktimetofinalisetheinvitationtothe
Conferencebutbothsoftandhardcopiesarenow availablealloverathomeand
abroad.As manyas 80 abstracts have been received and acknowledged as
appropriate.Manymorearebeingexpected.TheLocalOrganisingCommitteeis
workinghardtomaketheconferenceahugesuccess.Letmeusethisopportunity
tourgeyoualltosendinyourabstractsandfullpapersimmediately.Wewilltakea
decision hereon thedesirabilityofthevirtualpresentation and discussion of
Conferencepapersbearinginmindthecontemporarychallengesinthecountryand
geographicallocationsofparticipants.AsStateBranchChairmenandmembersof
the NationalExecutive Committee,itis our responsibility to find outthe
developmentonthepapersdeliveredbyourmembersinConferencesandupdate
them onwhatnexttheyaresupposedtodotogettheirpaperspublished.

4.IndexingofNATAISJournal:ProgresshasbeenmadetogettheAssociationjournal
indexedforbettervisibilityandpatronage.IcommendtheeffortsoftheNational
Editor-in-Chieftorealisethisobjective.

5.Purchase ofCopies ofOgun Conference Proceedings and Printing ofKano
ConferencePapers:EffortsareontoensurethattheUniversalBasicEducation
Commission(UBEC)makesgooditspromisetopurchase1,000(onethousandonly)
copiesoftheproceedingsoftheNationalConferenceheldinOgunStatein2020.It
isgratifyingtonotethattheKanoConferencepapershavebeenassessed.Theyare
readynowforpublicationandpresentation,inshā’a’l-Lāh,inMaiduguri.

6.UpdatingourWebsiteandVisitationduringMeetings:ProfsAmiduSanni,Vice-
Chancellor,Fountain University,Osogbo,and Muhib O.Opeloye,ourformer
Presidentand formerCommissionerin Osun State,visited usduring the last
meeting in Osogbo.Among their advice respectively is that our website
(nataisonline.org)shouldberegularlyupdated,theAssociationshouldbemade
financiallyindependentandthattheopportunityofholdingourmeetingsacrossthis
greatnationshouldbeusedtovisitimportantpersonalitiesandplaces.Ihereby
invite you to visitthe website ofthe Association regularly,intimate us with
informationworthyofpublicity,andexpressyourviewsonthevariouspostsandto
take itsadvantage to keep abreastofnew developmentsin the Association.
Visitation,especially foradvocacy,has been partofthe meetings ofthis
AssociationsincetheAbujameetinginMarch,thisyear.Ofcourse,wewillcontinue
tobeprudentwiththemeagreresourcesavailabletouswhilewewillintensifyour
driveforfundingwitheffectfrom thismeeting.

7.ASUU Strike:ItisunfortunatethatthestrikeoftheAcademicStaffUnionof
Universities(ASUU)hasprotractedtodate.Itisourferventhopethattheimpasse
willbeoververysoon.ItsnegativeimpactoneducationinNigeriaandthepsycheof
studentsandtheirlecturersaswellasthereputationofNigeriainthecomityof
nationsisbetterimaginedthanmentioned.Universitycampusesarenow ghost
places.Anationlookingforwardtobrightfuturecannotaffordtohandleeducation
withlevity.

8.2023GeneralElections:Icraveyourindulgencetotakeadvantageofthismeeting
toreachouttoourteemingmembersthroughyoutoplayactiverolesinthegeneral
electionsslatedfornextyear.WeshouldurgeallNigerianstocollectthePermanent



Voter’sCardandvoteforcandidatesoftheirchoice.Apathyandlackadaisical
attitudewillonlyworsenthepresentchallengesinthecountry.Atthesametime,we
mustavoidfraudandunwholesomepracticesincludingviolencebefore,duringand
aftertheelections.

9.Appreciation:WearegratefultotheExecutiveGovernorofthisgreatState,the
StateCabinetandentiregoodpeopleoftheStateformakingthismeetingpossible.
Isincerely thank our eminent Chairman,Adamawa State Branch,for his
commitmentandsacrificestoensurethesuccessfulhostingofthismeeting.I
commendtheunflinchingsupportoftheentiremembersandvariouscommittees
especially our distinguished members from Colleges of Education. Our
commendationandappreciationgototheChairmanandmembersoftheFCT
Branchfortheirsacrificeseachtimeweneedtheirhelp.Isaytoyou,distinguished
membersfrom allBranches:Jazākumu’l-Lāhkhairan!

Prof.MusaAdesinaAbdu-Raheem
NationalPresident


